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Certificate of Appropriateness scope of work details 
 

General Summary:  
 
Using the original plans, which have been fortunately passed down from previous owners, we are 
planning a complete restoration and modernization of the Monie Ferst House, designed by Philip Shutze, 
and completed in 1929. This house was owned by the Cobb family for 50 years and sold to Fernbank 
Museum of Natural History in 2015. Fernbank Museum of Natural History subsequently reconfigured the 
property so that they could acquire 2.6 acres of the land for the Fernbank Forest. They then sold the 
home and its 1.4 acre parcel to a private family. We purchased the home from that family in July of 2018. 
This home has been through many changes over the years and has received little or no maintenance since 
the Cobb family sold the property in 2015. As a result, it has fallen in to a state of disrepair. Also, in April 
of 2018, an approximately 175-year-old oak tree fell into the home causing significant damage and 
completely destroying the top 20 feet of the main chimney and 2 entire rooms on the rear of the home.  
Our goal is to both maintain the integrity of the property and bring it up to today’s standards so it will last 
for many more generations. Below, I will detail our plans to restore the home. 
 
Repairs completed to date to protect the home from further damage. 
 
1. Completed all remaining demolition of the 2 destroyed rooms and the top half of the chimney 
2. Rebuilt the chimney with the exact architectural details from the plans and matching the 2nd 
chimney on the front of the house 
 
New Chimney: 

 



3. Rebuilt the 2 rooms that were destroyed using the original plans as a guide 

 
 
4. Repaired other major holes and damage from the tree, including rear dormer that was crushed, 
and several other holes and roof rafters located on the home 
5. We have also begun removing and reinstalling the entire slate roof. The slate was falling off the 
home in many places and suffered much damage from the tree falling. We are removing the slate, 
checking all decking for damage or rot, installing ice and water shield underlayment, new copper flashing, 
and reinstalling the slate to look as close to the way it was installed when first built in 1929.  

 
6. We have begun demolition of the interior spaces so that we can remediate the home of mold. Due 
to the tree falling in April and us not acquiring the home until July, it has been raining regularly in the 
house and water has been getting in the basement, etc. The house needs a complete mold remediation 
from top to bottom. 
 
 
 



Planned Renovations/Alterations to the exterior of the home: 
 
1. Remove the addition put on by the Cobb Family on the right hand side of the home and restore 
this portion of the house using the original plans. This includes reconnecting the porches from the front 
right of the house to the rear of the house that were cut in half to install this addition. 
2. Relocate the kitchen in the house to coordinate with the large living room on the right hand 
portion of the house. The kitchen will go in the area of where the covered patio on the rear of the house 
was demolished by the tree. This will require an addition off of the back of the house and is shown on the 
plans submitted with our application. 
3. Remove and rebuild the existing 3-car garage. The current 3-car garage is constructed of posts and 
timbers. Due to this type of construction and lack of maintenance, several of the primary structural 
beams are rotten and compromised. The garage also has termite damage and mold throughout the 
structure. The garage is also too small to be functional for today’s modern vehicles. We plan to demolish 
the garage and enlarge it to accommodate 3 modern vehicles and also build a dormer off of the back so 
that we can incorporate a new master suite into the area above the garage. This will include removal of 
the stairs leading up to the 2nd level, as this access will no longer be needed.  We plan to rebuild this new 
garage with the exact same post and timber style so that it will look like the original garage. We also plan 
to rebuild the Dove Cote on top, which is completely rotten. We have included architectural plans of the 
new garage with our application. 
4. Install a swimming pool in the back yard per the submitted site plan. 
5. Replace all windows in the home with new wood windows in accordance with the historic 
preservation guidelines. Most of the original windows are inoperable, have rotten frames and are beyond 
repair. 
6. The exterior of the house is mostly brick, which was painted white when the house was first 
completed and then allowed to weather over time. In order to keep this look, which was part of the 
design to make it look old, we plan to clean the entire house while preserving the brick and perform a 
lime wash so that the new/repaired parts blend seamlessly with the old.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Supporting Pictures for Item #1 - Removal of non-historic addition 
 
These pictures show the addition on the right hand portion of the home. We plan to remove it and restore 
the porch that was cut in half to install it. This room is not shown on the original plans for the house. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Supporting Pictures for item #3 - Demolish and rebuild the entire 3 car garage 
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