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DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission 
Monday, November 16, 2026- 6:00 P.M. 

Staff Report 
Consent Agenda 
A. 1437 Cornell Road, Patrick Bell. Driveway, landscape, and hardscape alterations, including removal

of a rear concrete wall and a new wood screen. 1248361.

Built in 1925 (18 054 09 006) 

This property is in the Druid Hills Character Area #2 and the Druid Hills National Register Historic 
District. 

11-96 1437 Cornell Road - Doug Robinson - to build garage Approved
07-99  1437 Cornell Road (DH), Doug & Diane Robinson.  Add three windows on one side and a screened porch on the rear.

Approved 
03-07  1437 Cornell Road (DH), Doug Robinson.  Build rear porch, add rear dormer, and railing and door on top of one-story

section. 13297. Approved as modified 
07-07  1437 Cornell Road (DH), Doug Robinson.  Replace windows in enclosed porch. 13717. Approved as amended.
07-23 1437 Cornell Road, Cynthia Tauxe, Archt PC.  Replace nonhistoric front door, steps, and walkway. 1246532.

Approved. 

Summary  
The applicant proposes the following work in the backyard of a historic property; all work will be 
completed on the rear of the property and will not be visible from the Right of Way:  

1. Modify driveway. A portion of the existing concrete driveway, located in the backyard near the
Eastern property line, and a concrete wall lining it will be removed. A 4” wide mortared brick
boarder will be installed along the edge of the exiting driveway, and the concrete material of
the driveway will be replaced with exposed concrete aggregate and permeable clay pavers.

2. Construct seating area and walkways. The existing gravel area in the rear yard will be replaced
with mulch. A seating area and walkways will be constructed in the area of the backyard near
the Eastern property line where the portion of driveway was removed; the seating area and
walkways will be constructed with pea gravel and permeable clay pavers.

3. Install cedar wood screen. A 5ft wood screen, constructed on a stone wall, still be installed
along the edge of the driveway near the Western property line in the side yard of the
property.

4. Install plantings. A variety of plantings will be installed in the backyard, including native
species of evergreens and perennials.

Recommendation  
Approve. The proposed changes do not appear to have a substantial adverse effect on the property or 
the district.  This application appears to meet the guidelines and the staff recommends approval. 

Relevant Guidelines 

5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-
way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 
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owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 

 
9.3  Vegetation (p83) Recommendation – The plant list is intended to assist in the selection of appropriate plant materials.  

Olmsted’s list and the list from the Georgia Landscapes Project provide guidance in selecting materials appropriate for 
historic landscape projects.  There are other sources that can be consulted to identify additional plants used by 
Olmsted in Druid Hills, such as historic planting plans and particularly the archival record at the Olmsted National 
Historic Site in Brookline, Massachusetts.  The Olmsted list presented in this document should be considered a 
beginning.  Residents of Druid Hills are encouraged to add to this list with historic plants that can be documented as 
having been used by Olmsted.  The native list should be used for natural areas within the district, such as creek 
corridors and drainage ways.  Places within the district where the retention of healthy ecological environments is 
critical are best landscaped with native varieties.  Since native plants have been available since the colony of Georgia 
was established in 1733, native plants are also appropriate for historic landscapes. 

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Guideline - Fences and walls should not be built in front yard spaces and are strongly 

discouraged from corner lot side yard spaces. Retaining walls should only be used in situations where topography 
requires their use. In the review of the installation of fencing, the front yard shall be defined as the portion of land 
between the front entrance of the main structure on the property and the Right of Way of which the property is 
addressed.  

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Guideline – The plantings of shrubbery to create a hedge is considered fencing and will 

require review by the preservation commission.  
 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Recommendation - Fences are appropriate in rear yard spaces. Rear yard fences should be 

coordinated with existing county codes. Suggested materials include wood and chain link. Vinyl- covered chain link 
fencing, typically in bronze, brown, or black, assist in making fences less obtrusive. Vines are suggested to “soften” the 
appearance of metal chain link fencing. If wood fencing is used, the paint color and design should be compatible with 
the architecture of the adjacent residence. Fence heights can range from 4' to 6' depending on the reason for the 
enclosure.  

 
9.5  Parking (p90) Guideline - Parking should be addressed in a manner that does not distract from the overall character of 

the district. Parking to serve private residential lots should be accommodated on-site, when at all possible, using the 
pathway of original drives and parking. Front yard parking should not be allowed unless it is a public safety issue. 
When front yard parking is necessary, it should be added in a manner that does not destroy the unbroken landscaped 
character of the front yard spaces in Druid Hills. Rear yard spaces should be considered for expansion of parking 
areas.  

 
9.5  Parking (p90) Guideline - Curb cuts should not be added or expanded in order to protect the character of the district’s 

streets. 
 
9.5  Parking (p90) Recommendation - It is preferable to expand an existing driveway for parking rather than to add a 

separate parking pad, since the result is usually less paved surface.  Plant materials can be added around parking 
spaces to visually buffer the parking from the street. 

 
9.5  Parking (p90) Recommendation - In surfacing new parking areas, the use of impervious paving materials is 

discouraged. The intent is to limit the amount of run-off within the district’s watershed. Consideration should be given 
to the use of porous materials that allow water penetration and preserve the open character of the landscape.  

 
9.7  Residential Landscape Design (p91) Recommendation - For residential yards, created without the assistance of 

landscape designers, historic landscape plans for other residential lots within the district should be used for guidance. 
These plans can be interpreted to create a new landscape plan that is based on historic traditions. Care should be 
taken to select designs for yards of similar size containing houses of similar style and scale. 

 
9.7  Residential Landscape Design (p92) Recommendation - Residential yards, originally created by noted landscape 

designers, will require special attention. Original plans and specifications should be used, if they can be located, in 
updating plantings. Suggested steps to follow in the redesign of residential landscapes are noted below:  
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1) Understand the original landscape design through historic research; for example, try to locate original plans and 
specifications and historic photographs; 

 2) Compare the existing landscape with the documented historic landscape; 
 3) Identify any features that are part of the historic landscape;  
 4) Be sensitive to the potential of archaeological features (Refer to Chapter  10.0: Archeology); 
 5) Identify site needs, develop a program for the site (circulation versus  planting zone); and 

6) Develop an updated plan for the landscape that retains as much historic material, as possible, and accommodates 
today’s functional needs in a manner that is in the spirit of the historic design.  

 
9.7  Residential Landscape Design (p92) Guideline – The plantings of individual trees, shrubs, annuals, perennials, and 

ground covers that are not a part of a landscaping project will not require review by the preservation commission.  

 
 

  







DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & SUSTAINABILITY

Design Checklist for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

This checklist was created to help applicants prepare a complete application. Omissions and inaccurate information 
can lead to deferrals and/or denials of applications. Please review the checklist with the project’s architect, designer, 
or builder. All items will not be applicable to all projects. New construction will involve all categories. One copy of 
drawings at scale (plus nine reduced sets) should be submitted. 

Please address questions regarding applicability to your project to the DeKalb County Preservation Planner at 
404-687-3945 or via e-mail  at pvjennings@dekalbountyga.gov.

Applicants are also referred to the DeKalb County website, http://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and- 
sustainability/planning-sustainability. 

I have reviewed the “Design Manual for the Druid Hills Local Historic District”. 

I have reviewed the DeKalb County Tree Ordinance. 

I have reviewed applicable zoning codes regarding lot coverage, garage sizes, stream buffers. 

1. General
a. Label all drawings with the address of the site, owners’ name, and contact phone number.
b. Number all drawings.
c. Include a graphic scale on reductions.
d. Date all revisions.
e. Indicate all unverified numbers with +/- signs
f. Include photos of the existing condition of the property.

2. Site Plan (existing and proposed) to include:
a. Topographical plan with significant trees sized and located;
b. Setback compared to adjacent houses (ask surveyor to show corners of adjacent houses);
c. Distance between houses;
d. Façade width to finished face of material;
e. Grading and elevations across site;
f. Dirt removal or regrading if more than 18”;
g. Tree protection plan;
h. Tree removal and replacement plan

3. Driveways and Walkways
a. Location and relationship to house;
b. Width;
c. Material;
d. Curb cut and apron width

Yes

Yes

Yes



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & SUSTAINABILITY

14. Garages / Accessory Buildings
a. Visibility from street;
b. Placement on site;
c. Scale, style appropriate for house;
d. Show dimensions on drawings;
e. Materials;
f. Square footage appropriate for lot size;
g. Garage door size and design
h. Show height from grade to eaves and to top of roof

15. Demolitions
a. Provide documentation from engineer concerning feasibility of rehabilitation;
b. Provide photographs of structure to be demolished;
c. Provide plan for proposed redevelopment

Application Process Checklist 

This checklist is to ensure that applicants understand the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) application process 
from beginning to end. Please verify that you have read over the process shown below and understand the procedures 
and timeline that will be followed for all submitted COA applications.  

• Applications may only be submitted during the period specified on the calendar for each month. Once the filing
deadline has passed and that period has expired, no new applications will be accepted to be heard at that
month’s commission meeting. If an application has not been submitted before the filing deadline, it cannot be
submitted again until the next period for applications has opened.

• Additional materials submitted after the staff’s report have been finalized and posted to the public will not be
taken into consideration for the staff report. Staff reports will not be edited once finalized and published – any
new materials may be submitted for the record for the commission but will not affect the staff’s report for the
application.

• Any additional materials submitted after the staff’s report has been finalized and posted to the public may be
added to the record for the historic preservation commission to review as supplemental materials for the
submitted application. Supplemental materials includes:

o Representative photos
o Letters of support/opposition
o Architectural drawings
o Updated site plans

Supplemental materials do not include documents for new work to be added to the already submitted 
application. Any materials that propose new work that was not included in the original application, will not be 
added to the record. Any proposed new work that was not included in the original application will need to be 
included in a new application to be submitted for next month’s commission meeting.  

I have reviewed the information above and understand the Certificate of Appropriateness process. 

I have reviewed the HPC calendar.  

Yes

Yes



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & SUSTAINABILITY

Authorization of a Second Party to Apply for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

This form is required if the individual making the request is not the owner of the property. 

I/ We:  

being owner(s) of the property at: 

hereby delegate authority to:  

to file an application for a certificate of appropriateness in my/our behalf. 

Signature of Owner(s): 

Date:  

Please review the following information 

Approval of this Certificate of Appropriateness does not release the recipient from compliance with all other 
pertinent county, state, and federal regulations. 

Before making any changes to your approved plans, contact the preservation planner via email. Some 
changes may fall within the scope of the existing approval, but others will require review by the 
preservation commission. If work is performed which is not in accordance with your certificate, a Stop 
Work Order may be issued. 

If your project requires that the county issue a Certificate of Occupancy at the end of construction, an 
inspection may be made to verify that the work has been completed in accord with the Certificate of 
Appropriateness. If the work as completed is not the same as that approved in the Certificate of 
Appropriateness you will not receive a Certificate of Occupancy. You may also be subject to other penalties 
including fines and/or required demolition of the non-conforming work. 

If you do not commence construction within twelve months of the date of approval, your Certificate 
of Appropriateness will become void and you will need to apply for a new certificate if you still intend to do the 
work. 

City Garden Company















Design Intent

The intent of this renovation is to simplify 
the landscape while strengthening the 
relationship between the residence and the 
garden. Existing paving will be reorganized 
to improve circulation and reduce 
unnecessary impervious surface, allowing 
the landscape to become the primary 
visual element of the property. Traditional 
materials, restrained detailing, and layered 
planting are used to create a garden that 
feels established, functional, and 
appropriate to the character of Druid Hills. 
Stormwater management, outdoor living, 
and long-term durability have been 
considered as integral parts of the design 
rather than separate engineering solutions.
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