
178 Sams Street

 Decatur, GA 30030
DeKalb County Government 

DRAFT -Minutes

PECS-Planning, Economic Development & Community Services 

Committee
Commissioner Nicole Massiah (Chairperson)

Commissioner Michelle Long Spears

Commissioner Robert Patrick

3:30 PMTuesday, September 29, 2026

Meeting Started At: 3:45 PM

Attendees: Commissioners Patrick, Spears, Terry,

Commissioner Michelle Long Spears, and Commissioner Robert 

Patrick

Present 2 - 

Chairperson Nicole MassiahAbsent 1 - 

I. MINUTES

2026-1342 Commission District(s): ALL

Minutes for August 25, 2026, Planning, Economic Development, 

and Community Services Committee Meeting,

MOTION was made by Michelle Long Spears, seconded by 

Robert Patrick, that this agenda item be Approved. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: Commissioner Long Spears, and Commissioner Patrick2 - 

Absent: Chairperson Massiah1 - 

II. DISCUSSION

Zone DeKalb

Presentation provided by Planning & Sustainability Staff Yvonne Trammell & Whitney Fuller 
Presentation covers chapter 21 (sign ordinance) & 27 (Zoning Code)
Presentation was not completed due to time constraints. Attending commissioners requested 
planning to return to the next PECS Committee meeting to finish presentation.
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& Community Services Committee

TAD Financials - Tiffany Wills 

Rescheduled for a later committee

TAD Advisory Committee

Presentation provided by President DeBarr & Tiffany Wills, Ken Neighbors- McGuire-Woods TAD Council at 
Decide DeKalb Q MLS: Can commissioners or CEO propose appointees?
DD: It was not a clear path to take, legally. We are happy to take recommendations from commissioners. 
Q MLS: Can law provide some insight as to why this occurred?
CA: Decide DeKalb has independent council. We can schedule a conversation offline 
Additional comments provided by Ken Neighbors- McGuire-Woods TAD Council at Decide DeKalb 
Q TT: This conversation started in 2022, what's the timeline for everything comes online? What part of the 
process allows for community engagement?
TW: Over the next 2-3 board of director meetings we will be creating advisory committees. All 5 should come 
online by 2026

III. AGENDA ITEM

New Agenda Items

Chief Executive Office

2026-1166 Commission District(s): All Commission Districts

Establishment of the DeKalb Farm Fresh Mobile Market 

(Purchasing Policy Exemption) and Ratification of Purchase Order 

No. 5080905. Consists of the provision of services to establish and 

operate the DeKalb Farm Fresh Mobile Market to make locally 

sourced food more accessible and affordable for residents of 

DeKalb County, Georgia. A contract will be developed and 

executed in a form acceptable to the County Attorney or his 

designee. Awarded to: Retaaza, LLC. Amount Not to Exceed: 

$378,000.00.

This agenda item was Recommended holding in committee to 

the Board of Commissioners due back on 10/13/2026 .

No Discussion > Holding in Committee
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2026-1315 Commission District(s): All Commission Districts

Approval of Amendment No. 2 to Contract No. 2000186 Operational 

and Performance Assessment Services (Purchasing Policy Exemption): 

Awarded to Mauldin & Jenkins, LLC. Amount Not to Exceed: 

$182,420.00.

MOTION was made by Michelle Long Spears, seconded by 

Robert Patrick, that this agenda item be Recommended for 

approval. to the Board of Commissioners, due back on 

10/13/2026. The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: Commissioner Long Spears, and Commissioner Patrick2 - 

Absent: Chairperson Massiah1 - 

Information provided by COO Williams 
-MLS: motion to approve

2026-1320 Commission District(s): All Commission Districts

ReCycle DeKalb Compost Beta Community Education Program 

(Purchasing Policy Exemption). Consists of the provision of weekly 

food-scrap collection services and community education to 500 

unincorporated DeKalb households over a 40-week beta term in 2027. 

The program will provide branded 7-gallon containers to participating 

households at no cost to residents and is intended to educate residents 

on proper organics diversion while collecting participation, data, and 

measured behavior. A contract will be developed and executed in a 

form acceptable to the County Attorney or his designee. Awarded to: 

Compost Cowboys, LLC. Amount Not to Exceed: $325,000.00.

MOTION was made by Michelle Long Spears, seconded by 

Robert Patrick, that this agenda item be Recommended for 

approval. to the Board of Commissioners, due back on 

10/13/2026. The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: Commissioner Long Spears, and Commissioner Patrick2 - 

Absent: Chairperson Massiah1 - 
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Information provided by COO Williams & CSO Milagro
Milagro: this is a polit program our goal is to roll out a comprehensive plan by end of next year. 
Q MLS: how do you envision this program rolling out and education residents? 
Milagro: it’s a 45 week program for 500 participants, we will be advertising to residents in the selected areas to 
sign up, there will be a basic knowledge quiz including in the sign up and selection. 
Q MLS: how will the vender deal with cross contamination?
Milagro: we will be providing education materials about what can and cannot go into the bin. 
TT provided comments regarding Avondale estates composting program
TT: I've been advocating for a compost facility here in DeKalb, it was one of the main points for the sanitation 
rate increase was to collect funds for that. I think we are going to spend more money shipping the materials out 
than worth it. This happened with Avondale's program too, it was more costly to ship materials out of 
jurisdiction.

-MLS: motion to approve

Extension Service

2026-1255 Commission District(s): All Districts

Annual Financial Agreement between The Board of Regents of the 

University Systems of Georgia by and on behalf of the University of 

Georgia Cooperative Extension Service and DeKalb County - 

Compensation of personnel in the amount of $154,373.00 for the 

contribution toward the compensation of County Extension 

Personnel January 1, 2027, to December 31, 2027

This agenda item was Recommended holding in committee to 

the Board of Commissioners due back on 10/13/2026 .

No Discussion > Holding in Committee

Recreation, Parks and Cultural Affairs

2026-1231 Commission District(s): ALL

REN - Contract No. 1373363 Restoration and Maintenance of 

Athletic Fields (Annual Contract with 2 Options to Renew). For use 

by Recreation, Parks, and Cultural Affairs. Ratifying term increase 

and exercising 2nd renewal option through August 31, 2027. 

Awarded to JMB Landscaping Inc.: Amount Not To Exceed: 

$65,000.00.

This agenda item was Recommended holding in committee to 

the Board of Commissioners due back on 10/13/2026 .

No Discussion > Holding in Committee

Code Compliance
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2026-1058 Commission District(s): All

LB - Invitation No. 2026-042-ITB Nuisance Abatement and 

Remediation Services (Three (3) Year Multiyear Contract). For use 

by the Department of Code Compliance and Enforcement (CC) to 

obtain services to reduce blight in the County including abatement 

of vacant and abandoned properties (houses and lots). Recommend 

award to the overall lowest, responsive and responsible bidders: 

Cascade Services, Inc. and Executive Realty Solutions, Inc.: 

Amount Not To Exceed: $450,000.00.

This agenda item was Recommended holding in committee to 

the Board of Commissioners due back on 10/13/2026 .

No Discussion > Holding in Committee

Previously Heard Items

Board of Commissioners - District 3

2026-0550 Commission District(s): District 3

To Adopt an Ordinance to Amend the Code of DeKalb County to 

Address Public Safety, Drifting, Unauthorized Camping and Certain 

Public Nuisance Behaviors.

This agenda item was Recommended holding in committee to 

the Board of Commissioners due back on 10/13/2026 .

No Discussion > Holding in Committee

Board of Commissioners - Super District 6

2026-0244 Commission District(s): All Commission Districts

A Resolution Requiring an Independent, Third-Party Health and 

Environmental Study of Data Centers and Their Possible Impact on 

DeKalb County and Board of Commissioners Review of the Study 

Before DeKalb County’s Data Center Moratorium Can Be Lifted.

This agenda item was Recommended holding in committee to 

the Board of Commissioners due back on 10/13/2026 .

No Discussion > Holding in Committee
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Meeting Concluded At: 4:31 PM

MOTION was made by Michelle Long Spears, seconded by 

Robert Patrick, that this agenda item be Adjourned meeting. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: Commissioner Long Spears, and Commissioner Patrick2 - 

Absent: Chairperson Massiah1 - 

_________________________________

Barbara H. Sanders-Norwood CCC, CMC
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