
DeKalb County Zoning Board of Appeals
Department of Planning & Sustainability

178 Sams Street,
Decatur, GA 30030

Wednesday, October 14, 2026

Planning Department Staff Analysis

Lorraine Cochran-Johnson Juliana A. Njoku

Chief Executive Officer Director

N1. Case No: A-26-1248213 Parcel ID(s): 15 224 03 004

Commission District 04   Super District 07

Applicant: Teresa Curry / AXIS Infrastructure, LLC

Owner: AL Madinah, LLC

Project Name: 4850 Redan Road

Location: 4850 Redan Road, Stone Mountain, GA 30088

Request:

Variance from Section 27-3.37.13 of the DeKalb County Zoning Ordinance to increase the maximum front building
setback for a proposed drive-through restaurant and retail development in the C-1 (Local Commercial) zoning
district and Greater Hidden Hills Overlay District, Tier 2.

STAFF FINDINGS

The proposed development is undergoing a separate zoning review process that may result in changes to the site
plan. Deferral will allow that process to advance and provide an opportunity for the applicant to submit a revised site
plan, if needed, before the Zoning Board of Appeals considers the requested variance.

Staff Recommendation: Deferral to the December 2026 ZBA agenda.









 

 

 

July 1st, 2026 

 

DeKalb County 

Department of Planning 

178 Sams Street 

Decatur, GA 30030 

 

RE:    Setback Variance  

Letter of Intent 

Commercial Development  

4850 Redan Road, Stone Mountain, GA 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of the property owner, we respectfully submit this Letter of Intent in support of the 

requested modification to the required maximum front building setback. Specifically, we request 

approval to increase the allowable front building setback from twenty (20) feet to sixty-five (65) feet 

to accommodate the operational requirements of a proposed drive-through facility. 

The requested setback modification is necessary to provide adequate vehicular circulation and vehicle 

stacking within the site while maintaining safe and efficient access for customers. The additional 

setback allows sufficient space between the public right-of-way and the drive-through service area, 

reducing the potential for vehicle queues to extend onto adjacent streets or interfere with internal 

circulation. 

 

The proposed site layout has been carefully designed to: 

  

• Provide adequate drive-through stacking capacity consistent with anticipated peak demand. 

• Maintain safe ingress and egress by minimizing conflicts between drive-through traffic, parking 

areas, and pedestrian movements. 

• Improve internal traffic circulation and emergency vehicle access throughout the 

development. 

• Prevent congestion at site entrances and reduce the potential for vehicles to queue into the 

public roadway. 

 

Although the building is proposed to be located farther from the front property line than typically 

permitted, the design supports the overall intent of the zoning ordinance by promoting public safety, 

efficient site operations, and orderly traffic circulation. The increased setback is directly related to the 

functional requirements of the drive-through use and is not intended to diminish the quality of the 

streetscape or surrounding development. 

  

The proposed development will incorporate appropriate landscaping, pedestrian connections, and 

architectural enhancements within the front setback area to maintain an attractive street presence 

and ensure compatibility with adjacent properties. 

 



For these reasons, we respectfully request approval of the proposed modification to permit a sixty-five 

(65) foot front building setback. The requested deviation represents the minimum necessary to 

achieve a safe, functional, and well-designed site while supporting the intended commercial use. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We appreciate your review and look forward to 

working with staff throughout the approval process. 

  

If you have any further questions or need additional information, please contact me at 

 

 

 

 
 

70 Mansell Ct. | Suite 200 | Roswell, GA 30076 

 

teresacurry@axiscompanies.com.

Sincerely,

Teresa Curry
Project Manager
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