








Project Narrative

REQUEST FOR AFTER-THE-FACT CERTIFICATE OF PAGE 2
APPROPRIATENESS FOR AN EXISTING COVERED DECK

The purpose of this application is to obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness for
an existing covered deck located at the rear of the property.

The rear deck has existed on the property for more than twenty years and has
long served as an outdoor gathering space for family and friends. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, homeowner Bryan Fuller enhanced the existing deck by
constructing a simple metal roof with the help of family, neighbors, and friends,
creating a comfortable outdoor space that can be enjoyed throughout the year.

The covered deck has become an important gathering place for multiple
generations of the family, including elderly parents living nearby, relatives within
the neighborhood, and children and neighbors who regularly come together for
meals, celebrations, and community events. It reflects the spirit of hospitality
and family connection that has long characterized the property.

At the time of construction, the owners were unaware that a Certificate of
Appropriateness and additional permitting would be required for the roof
structure, believing it to be an enhancement to an existing deck rather than the
creation of a new principal structure. They are now seeking after-the-fact
approval and are committed to working cooperatively with DeKalb County to
bring the property into compliance.

The covered deck is located at the rear of the property, has existed for
approximately six years, and has no visibility from Clifton Road. The owners
respectfully request that the Commission consider its compatibility with the
residential character of the neighborhood and its continued use as a family-
oriented outdoor living space that supports the longstanding tradition of
gathering and community within Druid Hills.
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Request

We respectfully request that the Druid Hills Historic Preservation Commission
approve the existing covered deck through the issuance of a Certificate of
Appropriateness.

The covered deck has existed for approximately six years and is located entirely
within the rear yard, where it has no visibility from Clifton Road. Constructed
using natural wood and metal materials, it complements the existing residence
and remains compatible with the residential character of the neighborhood.

For our family, this space has become much more than a covered deck. It is a
place where multiple generations gather for meals, celebrations, holidays, and
everyday life. It has been built and maintained with great care and
craftsmanship and reflects our commitment to preserving and enhancing our
home while respecting the character of the Druid Hills community.

We acknowledge that the roof structure was constructed without first obtaining
a Certificate of Appropriateness and are committed to working cooperatively
with DeKalb County to resolve this matter. We respectfully ask the Commission
to consider the quality of the construction, its compatibility with the surrounding
neighborhood, its limited visibility from the public right-of-way, and its positive
contribution as a private family gathering space.

We sincerely appreciate the Commission's time, consideration, and service to
the preservation of the Druid Hills Historic District, and respectfully request
approval of this application.

1194 CLIFTON ROAD NE
BRYAN FULLER
310.704.3855


























































































Bryan Fuller
To: Paige V. Jennings
Cc: Carter, Lucas J; Paige Cannon Fuller; Whitney T. Fuller
Subject: Re: Confirmation of Next Steps Following HPC Deferral | 1194 Clifton Road
Date: Thursday, September 10, 2026 7:57:41 AM

Thanks Paige,

Yes, we would like to be deferred until after our November ZBA meeting.
Please make a note.
Have a great rest of your week.

BF




August 4, 2026

Paige Jennings
Rachel Bragg
Whitney Fuller
Valerie Ross

Lucas Carter

Subject: 1194 Clifton’s Illegal Accessory Structure

Dear Paige, Rachel, Whitney, Valerie, and Lucas,

This letter pertains to 1194 Clifton Road’s 880-square-foot accessory structure that was

illegally built along my property line at 1190 Clifton. A case regarding this was heard and

deferred by the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) during the July meeting, and it will
be in front of the HPC again later this month. In all likelihood it will then be heard by the
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA, which Is why | am sending this to those who work with ZBA
as well as HPC).

At the July HPC meeting, my wife Marlene and | along with several Druid Hills Civic
Association leaders were surprised and disappointed in the following:

Planning and Sustainability (P&S) recommended giving 1194 Clifton a COA, even
though its owners, Paige Cannon and Bryan Fuller, failed to get a building permit,
violated building codes, built a structure that may present a fire hazard, and, what’s
especially relevant to the HPC, did not adhere to three or more Historic Preservation
ordinances.

These stipulate that a building’s site placement in a historic district follow dominant
patterns (7.2.1), that it follows established design patterns of its historic neighbors,
including setbacks (7.3.2), that accessory structures be buffered from adjacent
properties (9.6), and that structures in rear yards be compatible with the
architecture and siting patterns of the adjacent area (also 9.6). 1194’s structure
fails to meet all of these requirements.

With their recommended approval of a COA, the only condition that P&S staff
recommended to HP Commissioners was a penalty on us, the next-door neighbors,
rather than those who ignored all of DeKalb County procedures and requirements.
That condition was to plant shrubs on our property, not theirs. There is no room to
plant anything between their structure as it stands now and their fence.
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Staff could have instead recommended that the 880-square-foot structure be
reduced in size following DeKalb County setback codes, enabling tall shrubs to be
planted on the west side of the structure within 1194’s property, not 1190’s. By
removing 7.5’ from its western side, the structure would be 14.5’ x 40’, still big
enough for large gatherings.

| had never before seen a recommendation from P&S that involved the
neighbors (in this case, my wife and I) giving up something, rather than the
people who had violated DeKalb County’s rules, procedures and codes.

Photos of what the structure looks like from our property were excluded from the
staff’s report and from their presentation. Commissioners only saw the attractive
photos from 1194’s yard. If Commissioners had seen photos from our yard, they
may have been more likely to deny the COA.

View of 1194’s 880-
square-foot
structure from
1190 Clifton.

Our realtor told us
that if this
structure stays as
is, it will
substantially
decrease the value
of our house.

At the July HPC meeting, P&S staff and HP Commissioners suggested that a “compromise”
be reached. | believe a fair compromise that P&S staff, HPC and ZBA consider would be the
following. The owners of 1194 would:

Reduce the structure from 40’ by 22’ to 40’ by 17’ or 40’ by 16’ by removing five or six
feet or more of its west side. The roof, walls and decking would not protrude closer
than 5’ from the property line. This renovation to be completed by the end of
September.
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e Plant and maintain dense evergreen shrubs at least eight feet high on the entire 40’
west side of the structure. Planting to occur by the end of October. If 1194 owners
prefer not to do this, then they must reduce the size of the structure further,
providing a 7.5’ setback, consistent with codes.

e Repair their fence by mid-September.
I will be happy to discuss this with you prior to, during, or after the August HPC meeting.

Sincerely,

Mark H. Goldman, M.S., M.Arch.
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August 13, 2026
To: Historic Preservation Commission Members

Re: As Requested by Historic Preservation Commissioners during the 7/26
meeting, a proposed compromise for 1194 Clifton Road’s non-compliant
accessory structure

Dear Paige and Commission Members Hallquist, Rothwell, Rankin, Daspit, Harben,
Thibodeaux, and McConnell,

My wife, Marlene, have lived at 1179 Clifton, the same block as 1194, for 30 years.
Earlier this year we purchased the badly neglected 1190 Clifton, nextto 1194, and we
are currently renovating it.

In addition to the accessory structure being built without first obtaining a COA, itis on
our shared property line rather than the code’s requirement of a minimum of 7 2 feet

away, and the owners also failed to get a building permit. Moreover and worrisome, it
may be a fire hazard.

View of 1194’s
880-square-foot
structure from our
property, 1190
Clifton.

Our realtor
informed us that if
this structure
stays asis and
where itis, it will
substantially
decrease the
value of our
house.

I am writing in opposition to DeKalb County allowing 1194’s accessory structure to
remain as is and where itis. However, as several commissioners during the July
meeting said they would like to see a compromise, | am proposing one.
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Historic Preservation Guidelines that the Structure Violates

(1.) 7.2.1 Building Orientation and Setback

“Guideline: The orientation of a new building and its site placement should appear to
be consistent with dominant patterns within the area of influence, if such patterns are
present.”

Comment: Permitted homes and accessory units in Druid Hills or elsewhere in DeKalb
County are not allowed to be built on a property line.

(2.) 7.3.2 New Construction and Subdivision Development

“Guideline: To be compatible with its environment, new construction should follow
established design patterns of its historic neighbors, including building orientation,
setback, height, scale, and massing.”

Comment: The DeKalb County Code of Ordinances dictates that setbacks in portions
of the county that are designated R-75 (such as this neighborhood) must be a least 7.5
feet.

(3.)9.6 Accessory Buildings

“Guideline: New accessory buildings, such as garages and storage houses, are to be
located in rear yard spaces and visually buffered from adjacent property owners and
the public right-of-way. Accessory buildings that complement the architecture of the
adjacent residence do not require the same level of buffering and may remain more
visible within the local district. If the new building will be visible from the street, it
should respect the established setbacks and orientations of the historic buildings in
the area.”

“Recommendation — Recreational structures, such as tree houses and playhouses,
should be added only to rear yard spaces in a manner that is compatible with the
architecture and siting patterns of the adjacent area.”

Comment: 1194’s accessory structure violates this ordinance in three ways. 1.) As the
photo on the first page shows. The accessory building is far from “visually buffered”
from the adjacent property. 2.) Its architecture is quite different from adjoining
properties. 3.) As stated previously, it fails to follow established setbacks.
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Proposed Compromise

Here is my suggestion for a compromise, as previously requested, that would be a win-
win. It would allow 1194’s owners to still have a large outdoor entertainment structure
big enough for 30 people, but without it being unsightly and overbearing from the
adjacent yard. The owners of 1194 would:

e Reduce the structure from 40’ by 22’ to 40’ by 17’ or 40’ by 16’ by removing five
or six feet or more from its west side. The roof, walls and decking would not
protrude closer than 5’ to the property line. This renovation to be completed by
mid-October.

e Plant and maintain dense evergreen shrubs at least eight feet high on the entire
40’ west side of the structure. Planting to occur by the end of October.

e Repair their fence by mid-September.
| hope you agree that this proposed compromise would be fair to all.

Sincerely,

Mark Goldman, M.S., M.Arch.
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From: John W.Robitscher

To: Paige V. Jennings

Subject: 1194 Clifton Road COA Request- Please distribute to the members of the HPC
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 6:27:57 PM

July 8, 2026

To: Paige Jennings and Historic Preservation Commission Members
Re: 1194 Clifton Road, Application for Certificate of Appropriateness

Dear Paige and Commission Members Hallquist, Rothwell, Rankin, Daspit, Harben,
Thibodeaux, and McConnell

khkkkkkkhkkhkhkkkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkkkk

*kkkkk

Dear Chair and Members of the DeKalb Historic Preservation
Commission:

| am writing as a longtime resident of the Druid Hills Historic District and as
an neighboring property owner who is deeply committed to preserving the
historic integrity, beauty, and character of our neighborhood.

The Druid Hills Historic District exists because DeKalb County has
recognized that preservation requires both thoughtful design and consistent
enforcement. The County’s Historic Preservation Ordinance, together with the
Design Manual for the Druid Hills Local Historic District (Updated
December 15, 2025), establishes clear standards intended to protect the
character of our community and ensure that all property owners are treated
fairly.

| respectfully ask the Board to support the consistent enforcement of these
standards.

| am particularly concerned about the accessory structure located at 1194
Clifton Road, owned by Bryan Fuller, which is currently under review by
the DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission. As a neighbor, | have
observed a substantial accessory building constructed on a property line.
Attached photographs illustrate the close proximity of the structure and its
visual impact on the adjoining property.

The Design Manual provides clear guidance regarding the placement of new
buildings and accessory structures.

Section 7.2.1 — Building Orientation and Setback states:



“The orientation of a new building and its site placement should appear to be
consistent with dominant patterns within the area of influence, if such patterns
are present.”

Similarly, Section 7.3.2 — New Construction and Subdivision Development
provides:

“To be compatible with its environment, new construction should follow
established design patterns of its historic neighbors, including building
orientation, setback (7.5”), height, scale, and massing.”

Most directly applicable is Section 9.6 — Accessory Buildings, which states:

“New accessory buildings, such as garages and storage houses, are to be
located in rear yard spaces and visually buffered from adjacent property
owners and the public right-of-way.”

The Design Manual further provides:

“If the new building will be visible from the street, it should respect the
established setbacks and orientations of the historic buildings in the area.”

The Manual also recommends:

“Recreational structures, such as tree houses and playhouses, should be
added only to rear yard spaces in a manner that is compatible with the
architecture and siting patterns of the adjacent area.”

These guidelines reflect the fundamental principles that have preserved Druid
Hills for generations: respecting setbacks, maintaining appropriate separation
between neighboring properties, minimizing visual impacts, and ensuring that
new construction is compatible with the historic landscape.

| understand that the Historic Preservation Commission and Code Compliance
are currently reviewing matters relating to 1194 Clifton Road, and | respect
that process. My purpose is not to prejudge the outcome of those proceedings,
but to emphasize that these standards should be applied consistently and
impartially. Homeowners throughout the Historic District invest significant
time and expense to obtain Certificates of Appropriateness, building permits,
and zoning approvals before construction. Equal enforcement is essential to
maintaining public confidence in the County’s preservation program.

| respectfully ask the Members of the HPC to continue supporting the
consistent enforcement of DeKalb County’s Historic Preservation Ordinance,
zoning regulations, and building code requirements. The integrity of the Druid















July 13, 2026
To: Paige Jennings and Historic Preservation Commission Members
Re: 1194 Clifton Road, Application for Certificate of Appropriateness

Dear Paige and Commission Members Hallquist, Rothwell, Rankin, Daspit, Harben,
Thibodeaux, and McConnell,

As the owner of the immediately adjacent property, | am writing in opposition to Bryan Fuller
and Paige Cannon’s illegal backyard accessory structure at 1194 Clifton Road. In addition to it
being built without first obtaining a COA, it is on our shared property line rather than the
minimum of 7 2 feet away, and the owners also failed to get a building permit. Moreover and
worrisome, it appears to be a fire hazard.

Here are photos of how it looks from the house my wife and | own and are currently
renovating, 1190 Clifton Road.

3 views of 1194’s Clifton’s illegal structure
from the backyard of 1190 Clifton
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My wife and | have lived at 1179 Clifton Road for 30 years. Itis on the same block as 1190 and
1194 Clifton. Last fall, knowing that I like renovating houses and that my wife and | are active
in improving our neighborhood and county, the woman who owned 1190 since the 1980’s
asked us if we might be interested in buying and renovating her long-neglected home. When
we toured the house and rear yard, we were surprised to see Fuller and Cannon’s large
structure on the shared property line. Being Vice Chair of the Zoning Board of Appeals, it was
obvious that it severely violates the DeKalb County code that governs setback requirements.
Being built largely of wood and attached to a long wood fence on our property line, we also
became concerned that it could be a fire hazard. | wondered how Fuller and Cannon could
get a COA or a building permit for such a structure.

According to the woman who we bought 1190 Clifton from, when she asked Bryan Fuller
about his structure, he told her that rules did not apply to him because he was “famous.” Not
only did he ignore all of DeKalb County’s requirements for building his accessory structure,
but she said that while he was constructing it, he discarded building materials on her property
and did not retrieve them.

Regardless of the relationship between Fuller and Cannon and the woman we bought 1190
from, the accessory structure clearly violates at least three HPC ordinances.

(1.) 7.2.1 Building Orientation and Setback

“Guideline: The orientation of a new building and its site placement should appear to be
consistent with dominant patterns within the area of influence, if such patterns are present.”

Mark’s comment: Permitted homes and accessory units in Druid Hills or elsewhere in DeKalb
County are not allowed to be built on a property line. Structures built on a property line, such
as Fuller and Cannon'’s, are the opposite of dominant in Druid Hills and the County.

(2.) 7.3.2 New Construction and Subdivision Development

“Guideline: To be compatible with its environment, new construction should follow
established design patterns of its historic neighbors, including building orientation, setback,
height, scale, and massing.”

Mark’s comment: The DeKalb County Code of Ordinances dictates that setbacks in portions
of the county that are designated R-75 (such as this neighborhood) must be a least 7.5 feet.

(3.)9.6 Accessory Buildings

“Guideline: New accessory buildings, such as garages and storage houses, are to be located
in rear yard spaces and visually buffered from adjacent property owners and the public right-
of-way. Accessory buildings that complement the architecture of the adjacent residence do
not require the same level of buffering and may remain more visible within the local district. If
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the new building will be visible from the street, it should respect the established setbacks and
orientations of the historic buildings in the area.”

“Recommendation — Recreational structures, such as tree houses and playhouses, should be
added only to rear yard spaces in a manner that is compatible with the architecture and siting
patterns of the adjacent area.”

Mark’s comment: Fuller and Cannon’s structure violates this ordinance in three ways. 1.) As
the photos on the first page show, Fuller and Cannon’s accessory building is far from “visually
buffered” from the adjacent property. 2.) Its architecture is quite different from adjoining
properties. 3.) As stated previously, established setbacks were not followed.

In summary, to adhere to HPC ordinances | respectfully request that:

1. The Department of Planning and Sustainability recommend to the HPC that they deny a
COA for 1194’s illegal structure.

2. The Historic Preservation Commission vote to deny Fuller and Cannon’s request for a
COA.

3. The Department of Planning and Sustainability refuse to retroactively issue a building
permit for 1194’s structure, if such is requested.

4. The DeKalb County Fire Marshals Office inspect 1194’s structure to determine if itis a
fire hazard.

5. The Department of Planning and Sustainability take action to have the accessory
structure removed - at least the portion of it that is within 7.5 feet of the property line.

Sincerely,

Mark Goldman, M.S., M.Arch.
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