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DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission 
Monday, October 19, 2026- 6:00 P.M. 

Staff Report 
Consent Agenda 
C. 1313 Harvard Road, David Price. Install retaining walls on a nonhistoric property. 1248291. 

 
Built in 2018 - Nonhistoric (18 054 02 039) 

 
This property is in the Druid Hills Character Area #2 and the Druid Hills National Register Historic 

District. 
 
06-15  1313 Harvard Road (DH), Jack R. Nickles.  Demolish nonhistoric building. 19962 Approved with modifications 
11-17  1313 Harvard Road (DH), David Price – Price Residential Design.  Build a new house on an undeveloped lot.  

21837 Approved with modifications 
12-17  Modify the previously approved CoA to add a short retaining wall in the front yard, modify the front door and shift 

the driveway.  21989 Approved 
12-18 1313 Harvard Road (DH), Robert Liu and Oi Wah Yap. Install a fence in the back and side yards. 1243003. 

Approved with modification 
 
Summary  
The applicant proposes installing retaining walls on a nonhistoric property. The applicant proposes 
installing the walls as the sloping lot has begun to erode and requires stabilization. The applicant 
proposes constructing three 3’ to 4’ tall interlocking, block walks with two tiers of erosion controlling 
plantings and a 4’ wide gravel or grass walkway near the nonhistoric house’s basement. A wood 3’ 
tall guardrail will be installed along the edge of the walkway. All work will be done in the side yard of 
the property, near the Eastern property line and will not be visible from the Right of Way due to the 
slope of the property.  
 
Recommendation  
Approve. The proposed changes do not appear to have a substantial adverse effect on the property or 
the district.  This application appears to meet the guidelines and the staff recommends approval. 
 
Relevant Guidelines  
 
5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-

way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 
owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 

9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Guideline - Fences and walls should not be built in front yard spaces and are strongly 
discouraged from corner lot side yard spaces. Retaining walls should only be used in situations where topography 
requires their use. In the review of the installation of fencing, the front yard shall be defined as the portion of land 
between the front entrance of the main structure on the property and the Right of Way of which the property is 
addressed.  

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Guideline – The plantings of shrubbery to create a hedge is considered fencing and will 

require review by the preservation commission.  
 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Recommendation - Fences are appropriate in rear yard spaces. Rear yard fences should be 

coordinated with existing county codes. Suggested materials include wood and chain link. Vinyl- covered chain link 
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fencing, typically in bronze, brown, or black, assist in making fences less obtrusive. Vines are suggested to “soften” the 
appearance of metal chain link fencing. If wood fencing is used, the paint color and design should be compatible with 
the architecture of the adjacent residence. Fence heights can range from 4' to 6' depending on the reason for the 
enclosure.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


