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DeKalb County Board of Registration and Elections 
Meeting Minutes 

March 16th, 2026
Start Time: 12:11 PM 
End Time: 1:07 PM

Board Attendees: 	Karli Swift, Chair (Virtual)
Vasu Abhiraman, Vice-Chair
Travis Bowden
Gail Lee
Dele Lowman (Virtual)

Other Attendees: 	Keisha Smith, Executive Director
			Michael Petty, Senior Assistant County Attorney
			
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Vice-Chair Abhiraman called the Board of Registration and Elections meeting to order at 12:11 p.m.
Ms. Austin conducted the roll call and confirmed the presence of each Board member by name; a quorum was established.
Mr. Bowden moved to approve the agenda, with an amendment to add Item 5C, “Decision on Ballot Questions.” The motion was seconded by Ms. Lowman and passed unanimously.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Cheryl Dudley
Michael Beach
Beth Ann Frillman

ITEMS FOR DECISION

A) Certification of the March 10th, 2026 Special Election
Vice-Chair Abhiraman requested that Director Smith present the post-election summary report. Director Smith reported that 18,047 active voters were eligible to vote, with 1,658 ballots cast, representing an overall turnout of 9.19%. Director Smith presented statistics on turnout by voting type. An overview of provisional ballots and Election Day operations was also provided.
Vice-Chair Abhiraman inquired whether 18,047 represented the total number of registered voters within the district. Director Smith confirmed the figure.
Mr. Bowden moved to certify the March 10, 2026 election. The motion was seconded by Ms. Lee and passed unanimously.
Mr. Bowden moved to recess the meeting at 12:25 p.m. The motion was seconded by Ms. Lee and passed unanimously.
Mr. Bowden moved to resume the meeting at 12:46 p.m. The motion was seconded by Ms. Lee and passed unanimously.
B) Early Voting Times and Locations for April 7th, 2026 Special Election Runoff 
Vice-Chair Abhiraman requested that Director Smith present voter registration data as part of this agenda item. Director Smith reported the current registration statistics. Director Smith further noted that Voter Registration and Elections (VRE) staff coordinated with the Secretary of State’s Office to continue voter registration activities during the ongoing election period, which would otherwise have limited processing; the State provided an approved workaround to facilitate this effort.
Director Smith also provided an update on the House District 94 Special Election and the associated runoff election.
Vice-Chair Abhiraman invited questions from Board members. Ms. Lee inquired about the possibility of offering weekend voting. Director Smith responded that, based on prior turnout and projected participation, staff had not recommended weekend hours. Director Smith added that the Board could elect to offer weekend voting; however, low attendance had resulted in a cost of approximately $460 per voter. Director Smith deferred the decision to the Board. Ms. Lee did not advance a motion on the matter at that time.
Chair Swift expressed support for offering weekend voting to maximize voter access and proposed including at least one weekend of voting. Ms. Lowman concurred with this recommendation.
Vice-Chair Abhiraman asked whether Director Smith had a specific recommendation. Director Smith recommended offering early voting on Saturday, March 28, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and Sunday, March 29, 2026, from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Chair Swift proposed a friendly amendment regarding the specified dates and times.
Mr. Bowden moved to certify the Early Voting Times and Locations for the April 7, 2026 Special Election Runoff. The motion was seconded by Ms. Lee and passed unanimously.
C) Decision on Ballot Questions 

Vice-Chair Abhiraman requested that Mr. Petty provide an overview of the process for adding ballot questions submitted by the respective political parties. Mr. Petty outlined the applicable legal framework and advised that the Board could consider and approve the questions as a slate.

A motion to approve the Democratic Party Ballot Questions was made by Mr. Bowden. Seconded by Ms. Lee. The motion passed unanimously.

Vice-Chair Abhiraman then asked Mr. Petty to provide an overview of the DeKalb County Republican Party ballot questions. Mr. Petty advised that Georgia law prohibits electioneering and campaigning at polling locations. Mr. Petty further stated that any wording on the ballot expressing support for or opposition to a candidate constitutes unlawful electioneering in violation of O.C.G.A. § 21-2-413(d) and § 21-2-414(a). Additionally, such wording would violate the prohibition that “[n]o material distributed by the board shall contain or express, in any manner or form, any commentary or expression of opinion or request for support with respect to any political issue or matter of political concern,” as set forth in the DeKalb County Board of Registration and Elections’ enabling legislation (2003 Ga. Laws p. 4200 at § 12).

Chair Swift made the following motion: I move to approve questions 1 and 2 of the ballot questions submitted by the DeKalb County Republican Party.  In addition, I move to reject and not include on the ballot question 3 as submitted by the DeKalb County Republican Party for the following reasons: Any wording in support of or opposition to a candidate directly on the ballot that communicates to voters a message of support for or opposition to candidates on the ballot constitutes unlawful electioneering in violation of O.C.G.A. § 21-2-413(d) and 21-2-414(a).; and Any wording in support of or opposition to a candidate directly on the ballot would violate the prohibition that  “[n]o material distributed by the board shall contain or express, in any manner or form, any commentary or expression of opinion or request for support with respect to any political issue or matter of political concern” contained in the DeKalb County Board of Registration and Election’s enabling legislation, located at  2003 Ga. Laws p. 4200 at § 12. Seconded by Ms. Lee. The motion passed unanimously.

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

A) Legislative Update 

Mr. Petty provided a legislative update on election-related activity in the Georgia General Assembly. Mr. Petty noted that Crossover Day has passed, meaning that any bill failing to pass either chamber by that deadline is no longer viable in its current form, although relevant language may still be incorporated into other legislation.
Mr. Petty reported that SB 568, concerning the hand counting of ballots, did not pass. SB 573, which proposed making district attorney elections nonpartisan, also did not advance. Similarly, SR 838, a proposed constitutional amendment related to citizenship requirements, did not pass Crossover Day.
Mr. Petty further advised that HR 251, concerning the nonpartisan election of probate judges, remains active; if passed by the Senate with a two-thirds majority, it will be placed on the November ballot. Additionally, SB 214 has passed and modifies the process of absentee in-person voting; however, it may become an omnibus bill.
BOARD COMMENTS
	
Mr. Bowden thanked attendees for their participation and expressed appreciation to Voter Registration and Elections (VRE) staff for their work.
Ms. Lee stated that she had no comments.
Ms. Lowman expressed appreciation to staff and poll workers, noting continued improvement in operations.
Chair Swift stated that she had no comments.
Vice-Chair Abhiraman expressed well wishes for Chair Swift’s recovery and commented on the importance of community support in election operations.
ADJOURNMENT

At 1:07 pm a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Bowden. Seconded by Ms. Lowman. The motion passed unanimously.
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