[image: A picture containing qr code

Description automatically generated]

DeKalb County Board of Registration and Elections 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

June 23, 2026 
Start Time: 12:13 PM 
End Time: 1:47 PM

Board Attendees: 	Vasu Abhiraman
Travis Bowden
Gail Lee
Dele Lowman (Virtual)
Karli Swift

Other Attendees: 	Keisha L. Smith, Executive Director
			Michael Petty, Senior Assistant County Attorney
			Tristen N. Waite, Assistant County Attorney

ROLL CALL
Ms. Austin conducted the roll call and confirmed the presence of Board members by name. A quorum was established.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Chair Swift called for a motion to approve the agenda. 

Mr. Bowden moved to approve the agenda. The motion was not seconded. 

Ms. Lee moved to amend the agenda to add a Resolution for decision. Mr. Bowden amended his original motion to accept and include the Resolution for decision. The motion failed, 2 yeas (Bowden, Lee) and 3 nays (Abhiraman, Lowman, Swift). 

Mr. Bowden moved to approve the agenda. The motion was not seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Chair Swift called for a motion to approve the May 22, 2026 Meeting Minutes.
 
Mr. Bowden moved to approve the May 22, 2026 Meeting Minutes. Ms. Lee moved to amend the meeting minutes. Chair Swift requested to table the meeting minutes, requested staff to confirm, and approve the meeting minutes at the next meeting. 

Mr. Bowden withdrew his motion to approve the May 22, 2026 Meeting Minutes.

Vice Chair Abhiraman moved to defer the approval of the May 22, 2026 Pre-certification Meeting Minutes to the next meeting. The motion was seconded by Ms. Lowman. Motion passed unanimously. 

Chair Swift called for a motion to approve the May 26, 2026 Meeting Minutes. 

Mr. Bowden moved to approve the May 26, 2026 Meeting Minutes. The motion was seconded by Vice Chair Abhiraman. Motion passed unanimously.




PUBLIC COMMENT
Ms. Austin read the Public Comment Policy into the record. 

Speakers:
Cheryl Dudley 
Jackie Malcolm
Nancy Arnold (online comment)
Bethann Frillman 

ITEMS FOR DECISION
A) Certification of the June 16 General Primary Election Runoff
Director Smith presented the post-election report for the June 16, 2026 Election Runoff, providing an overview of voter turnout, voting methods utilized, and unique voter statistics associated with the election.
Director Smith also responded to a question raised by Ms. Lee during the May 22, 2026, Pre-Certification Meeting regarding voter crediting and election discrepancies. She reported that there were no absentee ballot errors. On Election Day, one voter departed without casting a ballot. During Early Voting, one voter assigned to the Wynbrooke Elem (WN) precinct who voted at the Memorial Drive location on June 11 did not receive voting credit, and one voter assigned to the Candler Park (CX) precinct who voted at Neighborhood Church on June 11 also did not receive voting credit. Additionally, one voter registered in the Fairington Elem (FA) precinct was credited with voting in a different precinct.
Chair Swift called for a motion to certify the election. Mr. Bowden moved to approve. The motion was seconded by Ms. Lee. Motion passed unanimously.

Chair Swift called for a motion to recess. Vice Chair Abhiraman moved to approve. The motion was seconded by Mr. Bowden.

The Board Recessed at 12:37 p.m. 

Chair Swift called for a motion to resume. Mr. Bowden moved to approve. The motion was seconded by Vice Chair Abhiraman.

B) Early Voting Times and Locations for the July 28 Congressional District 13 Special Election and August 25 Runoff

Chair Swift called for a motion to approve early voting for the July 28 Special Election at one location at Ellenwood Countyline Library from July 6 through July 24, Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Saturday (July 11 and 18) 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and Sundays (July 12 and 19) 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Mr. Bowden made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded by Ms. Lee. Motion passed unanimously. 

Chair Swift called for a motion to approve early voting for a potential Runoff on August 25 at Ellenwood Countyline Library from August 15 through August 21, Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Saturday (August 15) 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and Sunday (August 16) 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Mr. Bowden made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded by Ms. Lee. Motion passed unanimously. 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
A) Director’s Report 

Director Smith presented a comprehensive report on voter registration operations and registration statistics through June 22, 2026. She also provided a budget update and discussed ongoing stakeholder engagement initiatives and voter education plans.

B) Legislative Update 

Assistant Attorney Petty provided an update on the Special Legislative Session and Senate Bill 189 (SB 189). He reported that the General Assembly passed legislation delaying the implementation of the QR code requirement until January 1, 2028. The legislation also establishes a committee to make recommendations regarding Georgia's election system, requires a manual hand recount of the top two races on the ballot when the margin of victory is less than one-half of one percentage point, and provides for reimbursement to counties for reasonable costs associated with conducting the recounts.

BOARD COMMENTS
Chair Swift called for a motion to amend the agenda to move Board Comments before Executive Session. Vice Chair Abhiraman moved to approve the amended agenda. Mr. Bowden seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Lowman thanked the Voter Registration and Elections staff for conducting another well-run election. She stated that while perfection is not expected, transparency, accountability, and a solution-oriented approach are essential, and she expressed appreciation for the team's continued commitment to serving the voters of DeKalb County. Ms. Lowman also commented on recent decisions by the U.S. Supreme Court affecting voting rights, noting that these developments underscore the importance of the Board's role. She expressed pride in the Board's efforts to protect the voting rights of all DeKalb County voters, regardless of political affiliation or background.

Mr. Bowden thanked everyone for attending the meeting.

Ms. Lee stated that she had prepared a resolution regarding compliance with federal law but acknowledged that it was not presented for the Board's consideration. She also thanked the department for conducting a successful election.

Vice Chair Abhiraman thanked the staff for their work in administering the election. He also commented on recent legislative activity, expressing hope that future legislative solutions would minimize additional operational burdens on election staff and provide greater stability to the election process.
Chair Swift thanked the staff and legal team for their continued support throughout the election. He also expressed appreciation for the General Assembly's action to delay the implementation of Senate Bill 189.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
At 1:40 p.m., Chair Swift called for a motion to enter Executive Session for the purpose of discussing litigation. Mr. Bowden made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded by Ms. Lee. Motion passed unanimously. The executive session ended at 1:45 p.m.

At 1:47 p.m., Chair Swift called for a motion to resume the meeting. Mr. Bowden made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded by Ms. Lee. Motion passed by a vote of 4-0. Mr. Abhiraman was no longer present.

ADJOURNMENT
At 1:47 p.m. a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Bowden. The motion was seconded by Ms. Lee. Motion passed by a vote of 4-0.
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