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DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission 
Wednesday, September 23, 2026- 6:00 P.M. 

Staff Report 
Consent Agenda 
B. 948 Lullwater Road, Scott Young. Install an inground pool, construct a pergola, and enclose 

backyard area on the rear of a historic property. 1248275. 
 

Built in 1929 (18 002 06 052) 
 

This property is in the Druid Hills Character Area #1 and the Druid Hills National Register Historic 
District. 

 
08-06 948 Lullwater Road (DH), Chuck Palmer.  Replace pavers on front patio and walkway. 8953. Approved 
03-12 948 Lullwater Road (DH), Kathie & Chuck Palmer. Side and rear additions. 17735. Approved 
07-13 948 Lullwater Road (DH), Kathie & Chuck Palmer. Realign driveway. 18694. Approved 
 
Summary  
The applicant proposes the following work on the rear of historic property:  
 

1. Install an inground pool and pool decking. A 40’x16’ inground pool with a 6’x6’ spa area will be 
installed in the backyard of the property, near the Northern property line and behind the 
historic house. Pool decking will be installed around the perimeter of the proposed pool and 
spa area. 

2. Construct a pergola structure. A pergola structure, constructed with a gable roof supported by 
brick columns, will be constructed in the backyard of the property and to the side of the   
proposed pool. Th structure will measure roughly 16’ in width and will run the length of the 
proposed pool area, from the edge of the driveway to the center of the backyard.  

3. Install fencing. Wood, 6ft fencing will be installed around the perimeter of the backyard as 
needed to enclose the proposed pool area to meet Health Code requirements. The fencing and 
any installed gates will not be installed beyond the front corner of the historic house and will 
not be installed in the front of the property.   

 
Recommendation  
Approve. The proposed changes do not appear to have a substantial adverse effect on the property or 
the district.  This application appears to meet the guidelines and the staff recommends approval. 
 
Relevant Guidelines  
 
5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-

way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 
owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 

 
6.3  Accessory Buildings (p59) Guideline - Garages, garage apartments, and other accessory buildings that have historic or 

architectural significance should be preserved as significant site elements. Rehabilitation treatments should follow the 
design guidelines provided in Section 6.1.1 Building Elements and Details. For construction of new accessory buildings 
see Section 7.0 Additions and New Construction. 
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9.6  Accessory Buildings (p91) Guideline - New accessory buildings, such as garages and storage houses, are to be located 
in rear yard spaces and visually buffered from adjacent property owners and the public right-of-way. Accessory 
buildings that complement the architecture of the adjacent residence do not require the same level of buffering and 
may remain more visible within the local district. If the new building will be visible from the street, it should respect 
the established setbacks and orientations of the historic buildings in the area. 

 
9.6  Accessory Buildings (p91) Recommendation - Recreational structures, such as tree houses and play houses, should be 

added only to rear yard spaces in a manner that is compatible with the architecture and siting patterns of the adjacent 
area. 

 
9.7  Residential Landscape Design (p91) Recommendation - For residential yards, created without the assistance of 

landscape designers, historic landscape plans for other residential lots within the district should be used for guidance. 
These plans can be interpreted to create a new landscape plan that is based on historic traditions. Care should be 
taken to select designs for yards of similar size containing houses of similar style and scale. 

 
9.7  Residential Landscape Design (p92) Recommendation - Residential yards, originally created by noted landscape 

designers, will require special attention. Original plans and specifications should be used, if they can be located, in 
updating plantings. Suggested steps to follow in the redesign of residential landscapes are noted below:  

 
1) Understand the original landscape design through historic research; for example, try to locate original plans and 

specifications and historic photographs; 
 2) Compare the existing landscape with the documented historic landscape; 
 3) Identify any features that are part of the historic landscape;  
 4) Be sensitive to the potential of archaeological features (Refer to Chapter  10.0: Archeology); 
 5) Identify site needs, develop a program for the site (circulation versus  planting zone); and 

6) Develop an updated plan for the landscape that retains as much historic material, as possible, and accommodates 
today’s functional needs in a manner that is in the spirit of the historic design.  
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