
19 

DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission
Monday, August 17, 2026- 6:00 P.M. 

Staff Report 
Regular Agenda 
H. 1194 Clifton Road, Bryan Fuller. Retroactive application to enclose a deck on the rear of a historic
house. 1248207.

Built in 1930 (18 003 06 019) 

This property is in the Druid Hills Character Area #2 and the Druid Hills National Register Historic 
District. 

03-98 1194 Clifton Road, Sheila McIntosh.  Changes to rear dormer. Approved.
11-10 1194 Clifton Road (DH), Gregory Cobb.  Repair concrete at front steps and replace windows. 16753. Denied.
12-10 1194 Clifton Road (DH), Gregory Cobb.  Repair concrete at front steps and replace windows. 16753. Denied.
02-11 1194 Clifton Road (DH), The Home Depot.  Replace windows on front, side and rear. 16895. Part approved,

part denied. 

Summary 

August 2026 

The applicant consented to defer the application to the next scheduled meeting in order to provide a 
plan for plantings and other vegetation to create a visual buffer between the accessory structure and 
the Western property line. The applicant provided a plan to install a privacy fence along the Western 
property line in order to create a visible buffer between the accessory structure and the neighboring 
property.  

July 2026 
The applicant is submitting a retroactive application for a completed accessory structure on the rear 
of a historic property. The structure is a covered deck, located in the rear yard of the property along 
the Western property line. The nonhistoric 22’x40’ wood deck was constructed approximately 20 
years ago and is nonhistoric; it does not appear that a COA was obtained for the construction of the 
wood deck as well according to available records. In 2020, a multi-side gable roof was constructed 
over the nonhistoric deck and was converted into a covered accessory structure. The standing-seam 
metal roof was constructed with 8”x8” cedar and cypress support posts on concrete footings, and 
measures approximately 15’ from grade to ridge; this supersedes height of the neighboring property 
due to the location of the structure on the higher graded property. The structure is not visible from 
the Right of Way.  

Recommendation   
Approve with Modification. Staff recommends that the construction of the accessory structure be 
retroactively approved and the installation of the proposed privacy fence be approved with the 
modification that the proposed fencing not exceed six (6) feet in height in accordance with Guideline 
9.4. Staff also recommends that the application be approved with the modification that landscaping 
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be installed along the Western property line to visually buffer the structure from the neighboring 
property in accordance with Guideline 9.6.  
 
Staff does not recommend or permit that plantings or hardscape be installed on neighboring 
properties to create the visual buffer; the property owner is only permitted to complete work on their 
property. Any plantings installed to create the required visual buffer should be listed amongst the 
recommended vegetation list provided in Guideline 9.3 of the Druid Hills Design Manual.  
 
Due to the structure’s location on the property and proximity to the Western property, a variance will 
need to be acquired from the Zoning Board of Appeals before a building permit can be issued, as the 
structure does not currently appear to meet zoning set-back requirements.7    
  
Relevant Guidelines   
 
5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-

way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 
owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 

 
9.3  Vegetation (p83) Recommendation – The plant list is intended to assist in the selection of appropriate plant materials.  

Olmsted’s list and the list from the Georgia Landscapes Project provide guidance in selecting materials appropriate for 
historic landscape projects.  There are other sources that can be consulted to identify additional plants used by 
Olmsted in Druid Hills, such as historic planting plans and particularly the archival record at the Olmsted National 
Historic Site in Brookline, Massachusetts.  The Olmsted list presented in this document should be considered a 
beginning.  Residents of Druid Hills are encouraged to add to this list with historic plants that can be documented as 
having been used by Olmsted.  The native list should be used for natural areas within the district, such as creek 
corridors and drainage ways.  Places within the district where the retention of healthy ecological environments is 
critical are best landscaped with native varieties.  Since native plants have been available since the colony of Georgia 
was established in 1733, native plants are also appropriate for historic landscapes. 

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Guideline - Fences and walls should not be built in front yard spaces and are strongly 

discouraged from corner lot side yard spaces. Retaining walls should only be used in situations where topography 
requires their use. In the review of the installation of fencing, the front yard shall be defined as the portion of land 
between the front entrance of the main structure on the property and the Right of Way of which the property is 
addressed.  

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Guideline – The plantings of shrubbery to create a hedge is considered fencing and will 

require review by the preservation commission.  
 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Recommendation - Fences are appropriate in rear yard spaces. Rear yard fences should be 

coordinated with existing county codes. Suggested materials include wood and chain link. Vinyl- covered chain link 
fencing, typically in bronze, brown, or black, assist in making fences less obtrusive. Vines are suggested to “soften” the 
appearance of metal chain link fencing. If wood fencing is used, the paint color and design should be compatible with 
the architecture of the adjacent residence. Fence heights can range from 4' to 6' depending on the reason for the 
enclosure.  

 
9.6  Accessory Buildings (p91) Guideline - New accessory buildings, such as garages and storage houses, are to be located 

in rear yard spaces and visually buffered from adjacent property owners and the public right-of-way. Accessory 
buildings that complement the architecture of the adjacent residence do not require the same level of buffering and 

 
7 Section 27-4.2.2.C.2. – “Accessory structures must not encroach in the minimum yard setbacks for the district in which they are located.” 
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may remain more visible within the local district. If the new building will be visible from the street, it should respect 
the established setbacks and orientations of the historic buildings in the area. 

 
9.6  Accessory Buildings (p91) Recommendation - Recreational structures, such as tree houses and play houses, should be 

added only to rear yard spaces in a manner that is compatible with the architecture and siting patterns of the adjacent 
area. 

 
 









Project Narrative

The purpose of this application is to obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness for
an existing covered deck located at the rear of the property.

The rear deck has existed on the property for more than twenty years and has
long served as an outdoor gathering space for family and friends. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, homeowner Bryan Fuller enhanced the existing deck by
constructing a simple metal roof with the help of family, neighbors, and friends,
creating a comfortable outdoor space that can be enjoyed throughout the year.

The covered deck has become an important gathering place for multiple
generations of the family, including elderly parents living nearby, relatives within
the neighborhood, and children and neighbors who regularly come together for
meals, celebrations, and community events. It reflects the spirit of hospitality
and family connection that has long characterized the property.

At the time of construction, the owners were unaware that a Certificate of
Appropriateness and additional permitting would be required for the roof
structure, believing it to be an enhancement to an existing deck rather than the
creation of a new principal structure. They are now seeking after-the-fact
approval and are committed to working cooperatively with DeKalb County to
bring the property into compliance.

The covered deck is located at the rear of the property, has existed for
approximately six years, and has no visibility from Clifton Road. The owners
respectfully request that the Commission consider its compatibility with the
residential character of the neighborhood and its continued use as a family-
oriented outdoor living space that supports the longstanding tradition of
gathering and community within Druid Hills.

REQUEST FOR AFTER-THE-FACT CERTIFICATE OF
APPROPRIATENESS FOR AN EXISTING COVERED DECK
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