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DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission  
Monday, August 17, 2026- 6:00 P.M. 

Staff Report 
Consent Agenda 
E. 1384 Harvard Road, Amanda Johnson for Small Carpenters at Large. Replace gravel driveway with 
concrete and remove three trees. 1248237. 

 
Built in 1920 (18 054 12 027) 

 
This property is in the Druid Hills Character Area #2 and the Druid Hills National Register Historic 

District. 
 

09-24 1384 Harvard Road, Amanda Johnson. Replace windows. 1247207. Approved. 
 

Summary 
The applicant proposes replacing a gravel portion of a driveway with concrete. A gravel turnaround 
located on the rear of the property will be replaced with concrete to match the existing driveway; the 
location and dimensions of the turnaround will not be modified. The applicant also proposes 
removing a total of three (3) hardwood trees, measuring 24-28” in diameter, from the property. The 
trees are located along the Western property line, to the side of the driveway; two are to the side of 
the historic house and the third is located on the rear of the property, near the carport at the end of 
the turnaround.      
 
Recommendation   
Approve. These proposed changes do not appear to have a substantial adverse effect on the district.  
This application appears to meet the guidelines and the staff recommends approval. 
  
Relevant Guidelines   
 
5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-

way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 
owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 

 
8.2  Trees (p78) Recommendation - The mature hardwood forest within the Druid Hills Local Historic District should be 

perpetuated through a district-wide replanting program. Trees should be replaced when mature trees are lost to age 
or damage or are removed for safety reasons. Replacement trees should be of identical or similar varieties to the 
original trees. A diversity of tree types is recommended to perpetuate the existing character of most tree groupings. 
Replacement trees of adequate size (1.5” caliper minimum) are recommended.   Existing ordinances that provide for 
the protection and replacement of the district’s tree resources should be applied to development activities within Druid 
Hills.  

 
8.2 Trees (p78) Guideline –The removal of five (5) or more mature specimen trees that are not deemed dead, diseased, or 

hazardous by the County arborist, shall be reviewed by the preservation commission. The planting of replacement 
trees may be required to maintain the historic grounds and landscaping of a property or area.  

 
9.5  Parking (p90) Recommendation - In surfacing new parking areas, the use of impervious paving materials is 

discouraged. The intent is to limit the amount of run-off within the district’s watershed. Consideration should be given 
to the use of porous materials that allow water penetration and preserve the open character of the landscape.  
















	1384 Harvard Road staff report 8.26
	E. 1384 Harvard Road_1248237

