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DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission 
Monday, August 17, 2026- 6:00 P.M. 

Staff Report 
Consent Agenda 
A. 868 Artwood Road, David Neauman. Removal of trees, modification of driveway, and installation of 

retaining walls, pool, patio, landscaping, and fencing on the rear of property. 1248235. 
 

Built in 1948 - Nonhistoric (15 244 01 015) 
 
This property is in the Artwood Character Area but is not in a National Register Historic District. 
 
02-21 868 Artwood Road (DH), Falcon Murty. Demolish the freestanding garage, remove the door and stairs on north 

side, and remove the rear deck.  Build a rear addition, screened porch and deck. 1244746. Approved. 
 
Summary  
The applicant proposes the following scope of work to be completed on the rear of a nonhistoric 
property:  
 

1. Remove trees and install landscaping in backyard. A total of six (6) trees located in the 
backyard of the property will be removed; these trees will be removed primarily in the area 
behind the main house where the proposed swimming pool will be located. New landscaping 
will be installed in the backyard, including a variety of new plantings such as maples, 
gardenias, azaleas, ferns, hydrangeas, and boxwood hedges. All landscaping will be completed 
on the rear of the property and will not be visible from the Right of Way.  

2. Install two retaining walls and fencing in backyard. A set of two (2) stepped, stucco retaining 
walls, measuring 6’ at peak height, will be installed in the backyard of the property, 
surrounding the proposed inground pool and landscaping. A five-foot, aluminum fence will be 
installed around the perimeter of the pool as well to meet health code requirements.  

3. Install an inground swimming pool and patio. A 15’x30’ inground pool with 7x7 corner spa area 
will be installed in the backyard of the property, towards the Southern property line and 
behind the existing house. To the side of the proposed pool and towards the Northern 
property line, a 16’x23’ French stone patio and a 12’x12’ pea gravel patio will be installed.  

4. Remove and replace driveway. The existing asphalt driveway located near the Northern 
property line will be removed and replaced with concrete. The driveway shape, location, and 
dimensions will not be altered.  

 
Recommendation  
Approve. The proposed changes do not appear to have a substantial adverse effect on the property or 
the district. This application appears to meet the guidelines and the staff recommends approval. 
 
Due to proposed height of the retaining walls on the property, a variance will need to be acquired 
from the Zoning Board of Appeals before a building permit can be issued, as the walls appear to 
exceed zoning requirements for retaining walls on single-family lots1.     
 
 

 
1 Section 27-5.4.7.D.3. – “Retaining walls may be tiered but no single wall shall exceed four (4) feet in height. All tiered wall design shall be certified 
by a licensed engineer.” 
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Relevant Guidelines  
 
5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-

way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 
owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 

 
8.2  Trees (p78) Recommendation - The mature hardwood forest within the Druid Hills Local Historic District should be 

perpetuated through a district-wide replanting program. Trees should be replaced when mature trees are lost to age 
or damage or are removed for safety reasons. Replacement trees should be of identical or similar varieties to the 
original trees. A diversity of tree types is recommended to perpetuate the existing character of most tree groupings. 
Replacement trees of adequate size (1.5” caliper minimum) are recommended.   Existing ordinances that provide for 
the protection and replacement of the district’s tree resources should be applied to development activities within Druid 
Hills.  

 
8.2 Trees (p78) Guideline –The removal of five (5) or more mature specimen trees that are not deemed dead, diseased, or 

hazardous by the County arborist, shall be reviewed by the preservation commission. The planting of replacement 
trees may be required to maintain the historic grounds and landscaping of a property or area.  

 
9.3  Vegetation (p83) Recommendation – The plant list is intended to assist in the selection of appropriate plant materials.  

Olmsted’s list and the list from the Georgia Landscapes Project provide guidance in selecting materials appropriate for 
historic landscape projects.  There are other sources that can be consulted to identify additional plants used by 
Olmsted in Druid Hills, such as historic planting plans and particularly the archival record at the Olmsted National 
Historic Site in Brookline, Massachusetts.  The Olmsted list presented in this document should be considered a 
beginning.  Residents of Druid Hills are encouraged to add to this list with historic plants that can be documented as 
having been used by Olmsted.  The native list should be used for natural areas within the district, such as creek 
corridors and drainage ways.  Places within the district where the retention of healthy ecological environments is 
critical are best landscaped with native varieties.  Since native plants have been available since the colony of Georgia 
was established in 1733, native plants are also appropriate for historic landscapes. 

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Guideline - Fences and walls should not be built in front yard spaces and are strongly 

discouraged from corner lot side yard spaces. Retaining walls should only be used in situations where topography 
requires their use. In the review of the installation of fencing, the front yard shall be defined as the portion of land 
between the front entrance of the main structure on the property and the Right of Way of which the property is 
addressed.  

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Guideline – The plantings of shrubbery to create a hedge is considered fencing and will 

require review by the preservation commission.  
 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Recommendation - Fences are appropriate in rear yard spaces. Rear yard fences should be 

coordinated with existing county codes. Suggested materials include wood and chain link. Vinyl- covered chain link 
fencing, typically in bronze, brown, or black, assist in making fences less obtrusive. Vines are suggested to “soften” the 
appearance of metal chain link fencing. If wood fencing is used, the paint color and design should be compatible with 
the architecture of the adjacent residence. Fence heights can range from 4' to 6' depending on the reason for the 
enclosure.  

 
9.5  Parking (p90) Guideline - Parking should be addressed in a manner that does not distract from the overall character of 

the district. Parking to serve private residential lots should be accommodated on-site, when at all possible, using the 
pathway of original drives and parking. Front yard parking should not be allowed unless it is a public safety issue. 
When front yard parking is necessary, it should be added in a manner that does not destroy the unbroken landscaped 
character of the front yard spaces in Druid Hills. Rear yard spaces should be considered for expansion of parking 
areas.  
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9.5  Parking (p90) Recommendation - It is preferable to expand an existing driveway for parking rather than to add a 
separate parking pad, since the result is usually less paved surface.  Plant materials can be added around parking 
spaces to visually buffer the parking from the street. 

 
9.5  Parking (p90) Recommendation - In surfacing new parking areas, the use of impervious paving materials is 

discouraged. The intent is to limit the amount of run-off within the district’s watershed. Consideration should be given 
to the use of porous materials that allow water penetration and preserve the open character of the landscape.  

 
9.7  Residential Landscape Design (p92) Guideline – The plantings of individual trees, shrubs, annuals, perennials, and 

ground covers that are not a part of a landscaping project will not require review by the preservation commission.  
 
11.0  Nonhistoric Properties (p94) Guideline - In reviewing an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for a material 

change to a nonhistoric building, the Preservation Commission should evaluate the change for its potential impacts to 
any historic development (architecture and natural and cultural landscapes) in the area of influence of the nonhistoric 
property.  Guidelines presented in Section 7.0: Additions and new Construction are relevant to such evaluations. 

 
 
 
 
  































Date: Wednesday, August 12, 2026 6:27:54 AM

Hi Paige, 

Thank you and same to you! Thanks for sending. 

1. The walls will be no taller than 6’ exposed. 
2. The existing driveway is asphalt and the new driveway will be concrete. 
3. The driveway will not be modified in shape or size.
4. Yes, I would like to modify the height to 5'. Is that something that I need to revise and
send to you or you will edit on our application?

Thank you, 

David Neuman

On Aug 11, 2026, at 3:33 PM, Paige V. Jennings
<pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov> wrote:

Good Afternoon,

Hope that this email finds you well!

Our office is in the process of completing our staff reviews for the upcoming
HPC meeting scheduled for Monday, August 17.  Before finalizing our report
on the application submitted for the property at, could you please provide
information for the following questions?

1. What are the heights of the proposed retaining walls?
2. What material is the existing driveway and what will be the material of

the new driveway?
3. Will the driveway be expanded, relocated, or modified in size or shape?
4. The proposed fencing is listed as 4’ in height, however, for the fence to

fulfil the Health Code requirements for pool safety, the required height
is 5’. Would you want to modify the proposed height of the fencing in
the application to ensure that the code requirements are met?






