






Rasool Malik

3279 Pinehill Drive, Decatur, Georgia 30032

Phone: 404-271-9432

Email: dawan.malik@gmail.com

Date: __6/10/2026__________________________

DeKalb County Zoning Board of Appeals

c/o Department of Planning & Sustainability

178 Sams Street

Decatur, Georgia 30030

Subject: Variance Request for Side Yard Setback Reduction — DeKalb County Zoning Ordinance, 
Chapter 27 (R-75 Single-Family Residential District)

Dear Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals,

My name is Rasool Malik, and I am the owner of the single-family residential property located at 3279 
Pinehill Drive, Decatur, Georgia 30032. I am writing to respectfully request a variance from the side yard 
setback requirement of Chapter 27 of the DeKalb County Zoning Ordinance applicable to the R-75 single-
family residential district.

Specifically, I am requesting that the required 7.5-foot side yard setback be reduced to approximately 3 
feet — a distance that matches the existing condition of my home. The purpose of this variance is to 
allow a planned addition and renovation to be aligned with the existing exterior side wall of the home, 
which currently sits within the present-day setback as a legal non-conforming structure. Floor plans 
illustrating the proposed addition and its relationship to the existing wall are included with this 
application for the Board's review.

The home at 3279 Pinehill was originally built in 1955, well before the current 7.5-foot side yard setback 
was adopted under the modern Zoning Ordinance. Its existing exterior side wall has stood in its present 
location for over seventy years. The proposed addition will continue this existing wall line. It will not 
extend any further toward the side property line than the original 1955 structure already does.

1. Physical Conditions of the Site

The exceptional physical condition warranting this variance is the placement of the existing 1955 home 
itself. The original structure was lawfully built under the zoning standards then in effect, and it has been 
maintained continuously as a legal non-conforming (grandfathered) structure under the current 
ordinance. This condition was not created by me or by any recent prior owner — it is inherent to the 
property as originally constructed. Any meaningful addition that ties into the existing footprint must 
contend with this pre-existing condition: the existing exterior side wall already sits approximately three 
feet from the side property line.

2. Minimum Variance Necessary



The setback being requested — approximately three feet — is precisely the existing condition of the 
home. I am not asking the Board to permit any new encroachment beyond what has stood in place since 
1955; I am asking only that the addition be allowed to follow the building line that is already there. 
Requiring the new construction to step in to 7.5 feet at the point where the addition begins would force 
a jogged exterior wall that compromises the functionality and flow of the interior floor plan, creates 
ongoing maintenance and weatherproofing concerns at the offset joint, and produces a visually 
awkward exterior inconsistent with the architectural character of both the home and the block. The 
accompanying floor plans illustrate these concerns. The requested variance is therefore the minimum 
necessary to afford reasonable relief — it does not extend the encroachment beyond what already 
exists, and it does not provide any privilege beyond what the existing legal non-conforming structure 
already enjoys.

3. Public Welfare

Granting this variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or to neighboring 
properties. I have a long and continuing commitment to this block: I previously owned and rehabilitated 
the immediately adjacent property at 3285 Pinehill Drive, and I remain invested in maintaining and 
improving the character of this stretch of the street. Because the addition continues the existing wall 
line rather than extending further toward any neighbor, no adjacent property experiences any new 
impact on sight lines, light, air, or privacy beyond what has been in place for more than seventy years. 
The proposed work is consistent with the established residential character of the block and introduces 
no new noise, traffic, drainage, or nuisance concerns.

4. Ordinance Hardship

A strict and literal application of the 7.5-foot side yard setback would impose undue and unnecessary 
hardship on this property. Because the existing 1955 home already sits within the modern setback, this 
property is uniquely constrained: any meaningful addition that ties into the existing structure will, by 
physical necessity, fall within the setback. Strict enforcement would either require the demolition of 
significant portions of an otherwise sound seventy-year-old structure in order to bring it into 
conformance — an outcome wasteful to both the property and the neighborhood — or effectively 
prevent reasonable reinvestment in the home's modernization. Neither result serves the underlying 
purposes of the ordinance, and both would deprive me of rights and privileges enjoyed by other 
property owners in the R-75 district whose homes do not present the same inherited constraint.

5. Alignment with the Spirit of the Law

This request is fully consistent with the spirit and purpose of Chapter 27 and the DeKalb County 
Comprehensive Plan. The Comprehensive Plan designates this property within the Suburban land use 
category, which expressly supports thoughtful infill development, the modernization of existing housing 
stock, and continued reinvestment in established residential neighborhoods. Approving this variance 
allows for exactly that outcome: a long-tenured homeowner reinvesting in a seventy-year-old single-
family home in a manner that respects the property's existing footprint and the character of the block. 
The variance does not change the use, the density, or the overall scale of the property — it preserves a 
building line that has existed since 1955 and supports the Comprehensive Plan's goals for this area.



In conclusion, I respectfully request that the Zoning Board of Appeals grant this variance to allow the 
proposed addition at 3279 Pinehill Drive to be aligned with the existing side wall of the home at 
approximately 3 feet from the side property line. I appreciate the time and careful consideration of the 
Board and of the planning staff, and I will be present at the public hearing to answer any questions the 
Board may have.

Respectfully,

______________________________________

Rasool Malik

Owner, 3279 Pinehill Drive, Decatur, Georgia 30032








