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Project Narrative

The purpose of this application is to obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness for
an existing covered deck located at the rear of the property.

The rear deck has existed on the property for more than twenty years and has
long served as an outdoor gathering space for family and friends. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, homeowner Bryan Fuller enhanced the existing deck by
constructing a simple metal roof with the help of family, neighbors, and friends,
creating a comfortable outdoor space that can be enjoyed throughout the year.

The covered deck has become an important gathering place for multiple
generations of the family, including elderly parents living nearby, relatives within
the neighborhood, and children and neighbors who regularly come together for
meals, celebrations, and community events. It reflects the spirit of hospitality
and family connection that has long characterized the property.

At the time of construction, the owners were unaware that a Certificate of
Appropriateness and additional permitting would be required for the roof
structure, believing it to be an enhancement to an existing deck rather than the
creation of a new principal structure. They are now seeking after-the-fact
approval and are committed to working cooperatively with DeKalb County to
bring the property into compliance.

The covered deck is located at the rear of the property, has existed for
approximately six years, and has no visibility from Clifton Road. The owners
respectfully request that the Commission consider its compatibility with the
residential character of the neighborhood and its continued use as a family-
oriented outdoor living space that supports the longstanding tradition of
gathering and community within Druid Hills.

REQUEST FOR AFTER-THE-FACT CERTIFICATE OF
APPROPRIATENESS FOR AN EXISTING COVERED DECK
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CONSTRUCTION AND MATERIALS:

The existing covered deck was constructed using high-quality materials
and durable building methods intended to create a safe, long-lasting
outdoor gathering space for the family.
The primary structural support system consists of solid 8" × 8" cedar
and cypress posts anchored to reinforced concrete footings. Each post
is secured with custom-fabricated 3/16-inch stainless steel base plates
that were precision waterjet cut and TIG welded, utilizing 1/2-inch
stainless steel Grade 8 fasteners for exceptional strength and corrosion
resistance.
The supporting footings extend approximately two feet below grade and
are installed with compacted sand and gravel to promote drainage and
long-term stability.
The roof is constructed of standing-seam metal roofing with an
integrated gutter system. Rainwater from the rear of the structure is
collected through gutters, while runoff from the front is directed toward
the adjacent gravel pathway to encourage natural infiltration and
minimize erosion.
The existing fire pit is vented through a custom-fabricated 16-gauge
steel chimney assembly incorporating a spark arrestor, providing safe
ventilation while preserving the functionality of the outdoor gathering
area.
The overall design emphasizes durability, low maintenance, and
compatibility with the property's existing residential character while
creating a functional outdoor space intended for multigenerational
family use and neighborhood gatherings.
The structure was designed to complement the existing residence
through the use of natural materials, traditional detailing, and a scale
appropriate for a rear-yard accessory improvement.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS SITE PLAN
DRAWING 1
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COMPATIBILITY WITH DRUID HILLS CHARACTER

Located entirely within the rear yard with no visibility from Clifton Road.
Constructed using natural wood and metal materials that complement the
existing residence.
Maintains the residential character and scale of the property.
Preserves the property's use as a private single-family residence.
Provides an outdoor living space that supports family gatherings and
neighborhood hospitality.
The structure is located behind the principal residence and is substantially
screened from public view by the existing house, garage, fencing, and
landscaping.
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EXISTING RELATIONSHIP TO ADJACENT STRUCTURES - AERIAL VIEW
DRAWING 3

EXISTING CONDITIONS RENDERED SITE PLAN
DRAWING 2
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Existing Garage and Deck
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Existing Front Elevation

SUMMARY OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

Existing deck has served the property for more than 20 years.
Existing roof structure constructed approximately six years ago.
Located entirely within the rear yard.
No visibility from Clifton Road.
Constructed with durable natural materials compatible with the residence.
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Request
We respectfully request that the Druid Hills Historic Preservation Commission
approve the existing covered deck through the issuance of a Certificate of
Appropriateness.

The covered deck has existed for approximately six years and is located entirely
within the rear yard, where it has no visibility from Clifton Road. Constructed
using natural wood and metal materials, it complements the existing residence
and remains compatible with the residential character of the neighborhood.

For our family, this space has become much more than a covered deck. It is a
place where multiple generations gather for meals, celebrations, holidays, and
everyday life. It has been built and maintained with great care and
craftsmanship and reflects our commitment to preserving and enhancing our
home while respecting the character of the Druid Hills community.

We acknowledge that the roof structure was constructed without first obtaining
a Certificate of Appropriateness and are committed to working cooperatively
with DeKalb County to resolve this matter. We respectfully ask the Commission
to consider the quality of the construction, its compatibility with the surrounding
neighborhood, its limited visibility from the public right-of-way, and its positive
contribution as a private family gathering space.

We sincerely appreciate the Commission's time, consideration, and service to
the preservation of the Druid Hills Historic District, and respectfully request
approval of this application.
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