
DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission 
Monday, June 15, 2026- 6:00 P.M. 

Staff Report 
Consent Agenda 
A. 452 Ridgecrest Road, Christine Brouthers. Construct a detached garage and extend

driveway on the rear of a nonhistoric property. 1248155.

Built in 2024 - Nonhistoric (15 238 02 001) 

This property is in the Druid Hills Character Area #1 and the Druid Hills National Register 
Historic District. 

01-22 452 Ridgecrest Road, Dan Hanlon. Replace a nonhistoric house. 1245431. Deferred
02-22 452 Ridgecrest Road, Dan Hanlon. Replace a nonhistoric house. 1245431. Withdrawn
10-22 452 Ridgecrest Road, John Sitton. Demolition of house; construct new residence. Approved with
modification
12-22 452 Ridgecrest Road, John Sitton. New construction. 1246118. Approved
01-24 452 Ridgecrest Road, John Sitton. Reapprove expired COA to demolish and replace a nonhistoric

house. 1246817. Approved 
01-25 452 Ridgecrest Road, John Sitton. Revise a previously approved COA to construct a new house.

1247377. Approved. 

Summary  
The applicant proposes constructing a detached garage on the rear of a nonhistoric 
property. The proposed garage will be a one-and-a-half structure constructed with an 
asphalt shingle, cross gable roof, lap siding or panel-and-batten siding on the exterior, 
and false “half-timber” elements over smooth paneling in the front and side gables. The 
proposed garage will measure roughly 21’ from grade to roof-ridge, approximately 459 
square-feet in size, and will be located in the backyard of the property, towards the 
Northern property line. The driveway leading to the proposed garage will be expanded in 
the backyard, to the rear of the existing carport, to 505 square feet to create a parking 
apron. All work will be located on the rear of the property and will not be visible from the 
Right of Way.  

Recommendation  
Approve. The proposed changes do not appear to have a substantial adverse effect on the 
property or the district.  This application appears to meet the guidelines and the staff 
recommends approval. 

Relevant Guidelines 

5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a 
public right-of-way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the 
architectural style of the structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material 
change to a structure is not in view from the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review 
the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, 
shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural character of the structure. 

9.5  Parking (p90) Guideline - Parking should be addressed in a manner that does not distract from the 
overall character of the district. Parking to serve private residential lots should be accommodated on-
site, when at all possible, using the pathway of original drives and parking. Front yard parking should 
not be allowed unless it is a public safety issue. When front yard parking is necessary, it should be 



added in a manner that does not destroy the unbroken landscaped character of the front yard spaces in 
Druid Hills. Rear yard spaces should be considered for expansion of parking areas.  

9.5  Parking (p90) Recommendation - It is preferable to expand an existing driveway for parking rather than 
to add a separate parking pad, since the result is usually less paved surface.  Plant materials can be 
added around parking spaces to visually buffer the parking from the street. 

 
9.5  Parking (p90) Recommendation - In surfacing new parking areas, the use of impervious paving materials 

is discouraged. The intent is to limit the amount of run-off within the district’s watershed. Consideration 
should be given to the use of porous materials that allow water penetration and preserve the open 
character of the landscape.  

 
9.6  Accessory Buildings (p91) Guideline - New accessory buildings, such as garages and storage houses, are 

to be located in rear yard spaces and visually buffered from adjacent property owners and the public 
right-of-way. Accessory buildings that complement the architecture of the adjacent residence do not 
require the same level of buffering and may remain more visible within the local district. If the new 
building will be visible from the street, it should respect the established setbacks and orientations of the 
historic buildings in the area. 

 
11.0  Nonhistoric Properties (p94) Guideline - In reviewing an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

for a material change to a nonhistoric building, the Preservation Commission should evaluate the change 
for its potential impacts to any historic development (architecture and natural and cultural landscapes) in 
the area of influence of the nonhistoric property.  Guidelines presented in Section 7.0: Additions and 
new Construction are relevant to such evaluations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION FEE: 

CURRENTLY NO FEE 

DeKalb County does not require payment by wire transfer. 

Be aware of scammers and fraudulent emails. 

(404) 371-2155 (o) 
www.dekalbcountyga.gov 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & SUSTAINABILITY 

Government Services Center 
178 Sams Street 

Decatur, GA 30030 
www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning 

Chief of Executive Officer Director 
Lorraine Cochran-Johnson Juliana A. Njoku 

Application for Certificate of Appropriateness 

Date Submitted:  

Subject Property Address: 

Property Parcel ID No: 

Date(s) of Construction on all structures on the property: 
(This information can be found in the DeKalb County property accessory and tax records database.) 

Nature of Work (check all that apply): 

New construction New Accessory Building Other Building Changes     

Demolition     Landscaping Other Environmental Changes 

Addition     Fence/wall Other     

Moving a building  Sign Installation     

Description of Work: 

This form must be completed in its entirety and be accompanied by supporting documents, such as plans, list of 
materials, color samples, photographs, etc.

*PLEASE REVIEW THE FILING GUIDELINES BEGINNING ON PAGE 4. FAILURE TO FOLLOW GUIDELINES MAY RESULT
IN SCHEDULING DELAYS OR A DEFERRAL OF APPLICATION.

Owner  Agent ____________________________________________ _____________________ 
Applicant/Owner Signature Date 

To Be Completed by Staff: Date Received: _____________________________ 

02.02.2026 CoA Application 1

5/15/2026

452 Ridgecrest Road

15 238 02 001

2024

SEE ATTACHED

✔

✔

✔

Near rear yard detached garage and driveway extension

✔












