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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS APPLICATION 

AUTHORIZATION OF THE PROPERTY OWNER 

 
I hereby authorize the staff and members of the Zoning Board of Appeals 

To inspect the premises of the Subject Property 
 
 

I hereby certify that the information provided in the application is true and correct. 
 
 

I hereby certify that I am the owner of the property subject to the application. 
 
 
 
 

DATE:    Applicant: _______________________________ 
Signature 

 
 
 
DATE:    Applicant:  _______________________________ 

Signature 
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April 22, 2026 

 

DeKalb County Zoning Board of Appeals 

c/o Department of Planning & Sustainability 

330 W. Ponce de Leon Avenue 

Decatur, Georgia 30030 

 

RE: Letter of Intent – Variance Application 

 211 S. Howard Street, Atlanta, Georgia (DeKalb County) 

 Zoning District: MR-2 (Medium Density Residential-2) 

 Request: Variance to Reduce West Side Buffer (50' to 15'), South Side Buffer (50' to 10'), 

 and Waiver of Landscape Strip Requirements 

Dear Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals: 

 

I. INTRODUCTION AND PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

This Letter of Intent is submitted on behalf of the owner/applicant of the property located at 211 S. 
Howard Street, Atlanta, Georgia, situated within unincorporated DeKalb County (the "Property"). The 
Property is zoned MR-2 (Medium Density Residential-2) and is proposed for development as a 
townhome residential community consistent with that zoning classification. The Property is located at 
the southwest corner of Memorial Drive and South Howard Street, contains approximately 0.43 acres, 
and has approximately 185 feet of frontage along Memorial Drive and 100 feet of frontage along 
South Howard Street. 

The applicant respectfully requests the following variances from the strict application of the DeKalb 
County Zoning Ordinance (Chapter 27): 

1. Reduction of the required west side buffer from 50 feet to 15 feet; 

2. Reduction of the required south side buffer from 50 feet to 10 feet; and 

3. Waiver of the landscape strip requirements, with retention of the existing sidewalk in its current 
location. 

These variances are necessitated by the extraordinary and exceptional physical constraints of the 
Property, including its small lot size and narrow configuration, which make strict compliance with the 
applicable buffer and landscape strip standards physically impossible without rendering the Property 
entirely undevelopable for any use permitted under the MR-2 zoning district. For the reasons set forth 
below, the applicant respectfully submits that all required findings under Section 7.5.1(A) of the 
DeKalb County Zoning Ordinance are satisfied. 
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II. VARIANCE CRITERIA AND FINDINGS 

 

Finding 1 – Extraordinary or Exceptional Physical Condition Not Created by the Owner 
(Section 7.5.1(A)(1)) 

 

The Property presents extraordinary and exceptional physical conditions that are inherent to the lot 
itself and were not created by the current owner, any previous owner, or the applicant. The Property 
encompasses approximately 0.43 acres in total land area, with a configuration that is constrained on 
two sides by public rights-of-way: Memorial Drive to the north and South Howard Street to the east. 
These pre-existing right-of-way dedications, combined with the overall lot geometry, severely limit the 
buildable area available on the Property. 

The imposition of a full 50-foot buffer on both the west and south sides of this already compact, 
corner lot would consume the overwhelming majority of the Property's total land area, leaving a 
residual buildable envelope so narrow as to preclude any meaningful residential development. This is 
not a condition that can be attributed to the choices or actions of the current applicant; rather, it is a 
function of the pre-existing lot size and shape as platted and configured in the public record. 

Similarly, the strict application of the landscape strip requirement along the frontage would conflict 
with the existing sidewalk infrastructure already in place along South Howard Street. Requiring 
removal and relocation of this sidewalk — or the installation of a landscape strip in a location that 
would displace it — would create an unreasonable burden and potentially disrupt public pedestrian 
circulation along an established route. 

By reason of these clearly demonstrable physical conditions, strict application of the buffer and 
landscape strip requirements would deprive this property owner of the rights and privileges — 
namely, the ability to develop a residential project on MR-2 zoned land — that are enjoyed by 
similarly-zoned property owners whose lots are of a more standard size and configuration. The 
requested relief is not a special privilege; it is the minimum accommodation necessary to place this 
Property on an equal footing with other MR-2 properties in DeKalb County. 

 

Finding 2 – Minimum Variance Necessary; No Grant of Special Privilege (Section 7.5.1(A)(2)) 

 

The variances requested represent the absolute minimum relief necessary to afford the applicant a 
reasonable opportunity to develop the Property consistent with its MR-2 zoning designation. The 
proposed reductions — from 50 feet to 15 feet on the west side and from 50 feet to 10 feet on the 
south side — have been carefully calibrated to preserve as much buffer area as the lot geometry 
permits while still allowing a viable building footprint for townhome development. 

The applicant has not requested a complete elimination of the buffers; meaningful separation from 
adjacent properties is maintained. The proposed 15-foot west side buffer and 10-foot south side 
buffer represent practical, good-faith efforts to balance the regulatory intent of the buffer requirements 
with the physical realities of this lot. No greater reduction is sought than what the site constraints 
compel. 

With respect to the landscape strip waiver, the applicant proposes to retain the existing sidewalk in its 
current location rather than requesting its removal. The existing sidewalk provides a functional and 
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aesthetically appropriate transition between the Property and the public right-of-way, consistent with 
the pedestrian infrastructure already established in this corridor. This approach achieves the practical 
purpose of the landscape strip — providing a defined transition zone between private development 
and the public street — without requiring the unnecessary disturbance and reinstallation of existing 
public infrastructure. 

This combination of requests does not constitute a grant of special privilege. Other similarly-
constrained properties in the MR-2 district would be entitled to seek equivalent relief under the same 
circumstances. The requested variances are consistent with the types of accommodations reasonably 
made for small, irregular, or corner lots throughout DeKalb County. 

 

Finding 3 – No Material Detriment to Public Welfare or Injury to Adjacent Properties (Section 
7.5.1(A)(3)) 

 

The granting of these variances will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare, nor will it be 
injurious to any property or improvement in the MR-2 zoning district. The proposed townhome 
development is a use that is squarely consistent with the MR-2 zoning designation and the character 
of residential development in this area of DeKalb County. 

The reduced buffers, while narrower than the standard requirements, will still provide a meaningful 
physical separation between the proposed residential structures and adjacent properties. Appropriate 
screening, fencing, or landscaping within the reduced buffer areas can be incorporated into the site 
design to mitigate any potential impacts on neighboring properties. The applicant is prepared to work 
with County staff to identify appropriate conditions that would further protect adjacent property 
owners. 

The retention of the existing sidewalk along South Howard Street preserves an important pedestrian 
amenity for the surrounding neighborhood and avoids any disruption to the established streetscape. 
This approach supports the public welfare by maintaining safe and accessible pedestrian circulation 
along a corridor that serves the broader community. 

There are no known negative impacts on public utilities, stormwater systems, traffic circulation, or 
emergency access that would result from the grant of these variances. The proposed development 
will be required to comply with all other applicable County standards, including stormwater 
management, building setbacks, and public safety requirements. 

 

Finding 4 – Literal Application Would Cause Undue and Unnecessary Hardship (Section 
7.5.1(A)(4)) 

 

The literal interpretation and strict application of the 50-foot buffer requirements on both the west and 
south sides of this Property would create undue and unnecessary hardship. As noted above, the 
Property totals only approximately 0.43 acres. With Memorial Drive right-of-way to the north and 
South Howard Street right-of-way to the east already limiting the effective land area, the imposition of 
full 50-foot buffers on the remaining two sides would result in a buildable envelope so constrained as 
to render the Property effectively undevelopable for any residential use. 
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This outcome — the complete or near-complete deprivation of the Property's development potential 
despite its MR-2 zoning designation — constitutes undue and unnecessary hardship. The hardship is 
not merely inconvenient or economically driven; it is a direct, physical consequence of the lot's size 
and shape as it exists in the real world. The applicant did not create this condition and cannot alter 
the fundamental geometry of the lot to avoid it. 

Similarly, the strict application of the landscape strip requirement in a manner that would require 
displacement or removal of the existing sidewalk imposes an unnecessary hardship. The sidewalk 
already provides the functional equivalent of a defined transition zone between the Property and the 
public right-of-way. Requiring its removal and replacement with a vegetated landscape strip would 
impose material cost and disruption without any corresponding public benefit. 

 

Finding 5 – Consistency with the Spirit and Purpose of the Ordinance and the DeKalb County 
Comprehensive Plan (Section 7.5.1(A)(5)) 

 

The requested variances are fully consistent with the spirit and purpose of the DeKalb County Zoning 
Ordinance and the DeKalb County Comprehensive Plan. The buffer and landscape strip requirements 
are intended to protect adjacent property owners from incompatible land uses, preserve 
neighborhood character, and promote attractive, livable residential environments. The proposed 
townhome development achieves all of these objectives in a manner that is appropriate to the specific 
physical context of this Property. 

The MR-2 zoning district is intended to accommodate medium-density residential development, 
including attached townhome units of the type proposed here. Approving these variances enables a 
development that is squarely within the intended use of the district, consistent with the County's goals 
of promoting infill residential development and increasing the supply of housing within established 
neighborhoods. Denying the variances would frustrate these goals by leaving a well-located, properly 
zoned parcel undevelopable. 

The DeKalb County Comprehensive Plan supports compact, transit-accessible residential 
development in locations such as this — a corner parcel with frontage on Memorial Drive, a major 
arterial corridor. Allowing the Property to be developed with townhomes at a density appropriate to 
the MR-2 district is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan's vision for residential growth and infill 
development in this area of the County. 

Furthermore, the applicant's commitment to retaining the existing sidewalk along South Howard 
Street reflects a design approach that honors the pedestrian-oriented character of the surrounding 
streetscape, consistent with both the Zoning Ordinance's design objectives and the Comprehensive 
Plan's goals for walkable, connected neighborhoods. 

 

 

 

III. CONCLUSION 
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For all of the foregoing reasons, the applicant respectfully requests that the DeKalb County Zoning 
Board of Appeals grant the requested variances: (1) reduction of the west side buffer from 50 feet to 
15 feet; (2) reduction of the south side buffer from 50 feet to 10 feet; and (3) waiver of the landscape 
strip requirements with retention of the existing sidewalk in its current location. 

All five required findings under Section 7.5.1(A) of the DeKalb County Zoning Ordinance are satisfied. 
The variances are the minimum necessary to afford relief; they will not be detrimental to the public 
welfare or injurious to adjacent properties; they are compelled by extraordinary physical conditions 
not of the applicant's making; and they are consistent with the spirit, purpose, and intent of both the 
Zoning Ordinance and the DeKalb County Comprehensive Plan. 

The applicant welcomes the opportunity to present this request in person before the Board and to 
address any questions or concerns the Board may have. We are also prepared to work cooperatively 
with County staff to identify any reasonable conditions of approval that would further protect the 
interests of the surrounding neighborhood and the broader public. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Applicant / Authorized Representative 

211 S. Howard Street 

Atlanta, Georgia (DeKalb County) 

 

Date: 4/22/26 

 












