








LETTER OF APPLICATION 
Virginia I. Singh 

 
 

   
 

Date: April 6, 2026   
 

DeKalb County, Georgia 
Department of Planning & Sustainability 
Government Services Center 
178 Sams Street, Building A, Suite 300 
Decatur, GA 30030   
 

Re: Letter of Intent – Special Land Use Permit (SLUP) Application 
Property Address: 5395 Covington Highway, Decatur, GA 30035   
 

Dear Planning Director and Members of the Planning Commission: 
 

We respectfully submit this application for a DeKalb County Special Land Use Permit (SLUP) to 
allow for the operation of a retail package store at the existing commercial property located at 5395 
Covington Highway, Decatur, GA 30035.  
 

It is in the C-2 Zoning and Hidden Hills Tier 1 Overlay district. This property, formerly operating as a 
Walgreens pharmacy, occupies a highly visible and prominent intersection within the community. In 
its current vacant state, the building does not contribute to the safety, appearance, or economic vitality 
of the Covington Highway commercial corridor. Vacant commercial structures often lead to property 
neglect, reduced pedestrian and vehicular traffic, and a decline in surrounding business activity. 
Activating this site through adaptive reuse is a critical step toward maintaining a healthy, functional, 
and economically viable commercial district. 
 

While the previous pharmacy served a valuable purpose, its closure reflects broader national shifts in 
the retail and healthcare landscape, rather than a lack of demand for continued productive commercial 
use at this location. This SLUP proposal presents a practical, immediate, and highly beneficial 
opportunity to: 
 

• Restore Consistent Activity and Oversight: Reoccupying the building will bring daily 
activity and dedicated management to a highly visible location, deterring the negative impacts 
often associated with vacant properties. 

• Improve Property Appearance and Maintenance: A new, active business will ensure the 
ongoing maintenance of the building, landscaping, and parking areas, thereby enhancing the 
visual appeal of the intersection. 












































