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DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission
Tuesday, March 18, 2025- 6:00 P.M. 

Staff Report 
Consent Agenda 
E. 1374 Harvard Road, Christine Thompson. Replace privacy fence. 1247457

Built in 1951 - Nonhistoric (18 054 12 025) 

This property is in the Druid Hills Character Area #2 and the Druid Hills National Register Historic 
District. 

Summary 
The applicant proposes replacing the existing privacy fence on the property. The current 6ft wood 
privacy fence runs the perimeter of the backyard, extending to the garage on the left-side of the 
backyard and to the rear corners of the house. The current fence is failing and will be replaced in 
kind with pine wood. The sections of the fence facing towards Harvard Road and the driveway will be 
replaced with horizontal boards rather than vertical boards. There will be no change in the height or 
location of the fencing.  

QUESTIONS FOR APPLICANT: 

Recommendation   
Defer. The required signage was not posted in the required time period in order to meet public 
notification requirements. With the agreement of the applicant, the application should be deferred to 
the next meeting in order for the proper public notification requirements to be met.  

Relevant Guidelines 

5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-

way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 
owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 

9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Recommendation - Fences are appropriate in rear yard spaces. Rear yard fences should be 
coordinated with existing county codes. Suggested materials include wood and chain link. Vinyl- covered chain link 
fencing, typically in bronze, brown, or black, assist in making fences less obtrusive. Vines are suggested to “soften” the 
appearance of metal chain link fencing. If wood fencing is used, the paint color and design should be compatible with 
the architecture of the adjacent residence. Fence heights can range from 4' to 6' depending on the reason for the 
enclosure.  






