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DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission 

Tuesday, January 21, 2025 - 6:00 P.M. 
Staff Report 

Regular Agenda 
D. 1722 Coventry Road, Gaines Moore. Install solar panels on front roof of house. 1247315 
 

Built in 1946 (18 004 05 024) 
 

This property is in the Chelsea Height Character Area but is not in a National Register Historic 
District. 

 
05-00 1722 Coventry Road (DH), James J. Hasken. Construct wooden storage shed in backyard. Approved. 
03-17 1722 Coventry Road (DH), Alice Johnson Design. Replace nonhistoric windows in an enclosed porch, build a rear 

addition and modify the front steps. 21441. Approved. 
01-21 1722 Coventry Road (DH), Marion Carter.  Add a shed dormer to the rear roof slope. 1244662. Approved. 
11-24 1722 Coventry Road, Gaines Moore. Install solar panels on front roof of house. 1247315. Deferred.  

 
Summary 
 
January 2025 
 
The applicant provided a planting plan to assist in mitigating the appearance of the installed solar 
panels. The applicant proposes planting four (4) Sweet shrub bushes along the retaining wall in the 
front yard, near the sidewalk running along Coventry Road. The retaining wall measures three feet in 
height and the bushes will be planted three feet from the retaining wall. The applicant also proposes 
planting two (2) small Redbud trees closer to the house, estimated at 20 feet from the house, and an 
estimated 15 feet apart.  
 
November 2024 
 
The applicant proposes installing a solar energy system to the roof of a historic house. The solar 
energy system will consist of a total of 16 solar panels installed on the roof of the house, facing 
toward Coventry Road. The panels will be located on the main roof of the house and the attached 
sunroom located on the right side of the house.    
 
Recommendation   
Approve. The proposed changes do not appear to have a substantial adverse effect on the property or 
the district. This application appears to meet the guidelines and the staff recommends approval. 
  
Relevant Guidelines   
5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-

way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 
owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 
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9.3  Vegetation (p83) Recommendation – The plant list is intended to assist in the selection of appropriate plant materials.  
Olmsted’s list and the list from the Georgia Landscapes Project provide guidance in selecting materials appropriate for 
historic landscape projects.  There are other sources that can be consulted to identify additional plants used by 
Olmsted in Druid Hills, such as historic planting plans and particularly the archival record at the Olmsted National 
Historic Site in Brookline, Massachusetts.  The Olmsted list presented in this document should be considered a 
beginning.  Residents of Druid Hills are encouraged to add to this list with historic plants that can be documented as 
having been used by Olmsted.  The native list should be used for natural areas within the district, such as creek 
corridors and drainage ways.  Places within the district where the retention of healthy ecological environments is 
critical are best landscaped with native varieties.  Since native plants have been available since the colony of Georgia 
was established in 1733, native plants are also appropriate for historic landscapes. 

 
 
17.0 Special note regarding materials – In general, materials should be in keeping with those that are endemic to the 

neighborhood, namely, wood, granite, brick and asphalt.  However, newer material may be introduced into the 
neighborhood if in keeping with the historical context of these older materials.  For example, the use of cementitious 
siding that mimics the profile and texture of wood (commonly referred to as Hardieplank) may be consistent with 
some exterior applications.  The introduction of some “green” materials, for example, solar shingling and panels, may 
be appropriate and should be given special design consideration. 

 
 
  



 

Development Services Center 
178 Sams Street 
Decatur, GA 30030 
www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning 
404-371-2155 (o); 404-371-4556 (f) 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & SUSTAINABILITY Interim Director
Cedric Hudson 

Application for Certificate of Appropriateness 

Date submitted:  Date Received:  

Address of Subject Property:  

Applicant: E-Mail:

Applicant Mailing Address: 

Applicant Phone:  

Applicant’s relationship to the owner: Owner Architect Contractor/Builder Other 

*************************************************************************************************************************** 

Owner(s): Email: 

Owner(s): Email: 

Owner(s) Mailing Address:  

Owner(s) Telephone Number:  

Approximate date of construction of the primary structure on the property and any other structures affected by this project: 

Nature of work (check all that apply): 

Description of Work: 

New construction 

Demolition 

Addition 

Moving a Building 

New Accessory Building 

Landscaping 

Fence/Wall 

Sign Installation 

Other Building Changes 

Other Environmental Changes 

Other 

This form must be completed in its entirety and be accompanied by supporting documents, such as plans, list of materials, color samples, 
photographs, etc. All documents should be in PDF format, except for photographs, which may be in JPEG format. Email the 
application and supporting material to plansustain@dekalbcountyga.gov and pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov.  An incomplete 
application will not be accepted. 

Signature of Applicant: 

Chief Executive Officer 
Michael Thurmond 

10/14/24

1722 Coventry Rd Decatur, Ga 30030
Gaines Moore gaines@bettertomorrowsolar.com

1074 Memorial Dr SE Atlanta, GA 30316

404-398-2840

X

Marion Carter mwcarter@fastmail.com

404-825-6101

1722 Coventry Rd Decatur, Ga 30030

X
Solar Panels

Installation of rooftop solar system



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & SUSTAINABILITY

Authorization of a Second Party to Apply for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

This form is required if the individual making the request is not the owner of the property. 

I/ We:  

being owner(s) of the property at:  

hereby delegate authority to:  

to file an application for a certificate of appropriateness in my/our behalf. 

Signature of Owner(s): 

Date:  

Please review the following information 

Approval of this Certificate of Appropriateness does not release the recipient from compliance with all other 
pertinent county, state, and federal regulations. 

Before making any changes to your approved plans, contact the preservation planner (404/371- 2155). Some 
changes may fall within the scope of the existing approval, but others will require review by the preservation 
commission. If work is performed which is not in accordance with your certificate, a Stop Work Order may be 
issued. 

If your project requires that the county issue a Certificate of Occupancy at the end of construction, an inspection 
may be made to verify that the work has been completed in accord with the Certificate of Appropriateness. If the 
work as completed is not the same as that approved in the Certificate of Appropriateness you will not receive a 
Certificate of Occupancy. You may also be subject to other penalties including fines and/or required demolition 
of the non-conforming work. 

If you do not commence construction within twelve months of the date of approval, your Certificate of 
Appropriateness will become void and you will need to apply for a new certificate if you still intend to do the work. 

Marion Carter

1722 Coventry Rd Decatur, Ga 30033

Gaines Moore

Zoho Sign Document ID: 293D6E25-8MSXV3FQUY_TFJRTTVHVLEFME4-_WJOIYXI01S5EN04



















































From: Warner McConaughey
To: Paige V. Jennings
Subject: Re: Questions Regarding COA Application - 1122 Springdale Road
Date: Thursday, November 14, 2024 9:09:21 AM

** WARNING: The sender of this email could not be validated and may not match the person in the "From"
field. **

Double hung. The addition built about 20 years ago is essentially one large living room. The
windows on the north facing wall are double hung windows. For some reason they installed
two oversized glass block openings on the southside. We will be changing these out to match
the other regular windows. 

Please let me know if you need additional information.

W

Warner McConaughey 
HammerSmith, Inc
807 Church Street
Decatur, Georgia 30030
404.886.0847 c      404.377.1021 o

  www.hammersmith.net

Please like us on Facebook
    
   we want to thank you for your trust and confidence as we celebrate
               30 Years of Design-Build Excellence

On Thu, Nov 14, 2024 at 9:12 AM Paige V. Jennings <pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov>
wrote:

Good Morning,

 

Hope that this email finds you well!

 

We are finalizing our staff reviews for the upcoming HPC meeting on Monday, November
18th. Before finalizing our report on the application for 1122 Springdale Road. , could you
please provide information for the following questions?

 

1. Will the windows be casement or double-hung windows?

mailto:warner@hammersmith.net
mailto:pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hammersmith.net%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cpvjennings%40dekalbcountyga.gov%7Ca33f90649f8b4ba4d23208dd04b5ed65%7C292d5527abff45ffbc92b1db1037607b%7C1%7C0%7C638671901612175313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g86FMibHLkpWZFWbUuEZE66HsoNaAJcVx3wcJIn9Hr4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov


 

Please provide all information that you can, as soon as possible. Our reports will be finalized
no later than Friday afternoon and will be sent out along with the agenda for the meeting to
applicants.

 

Thank You,

Paige

 



December 8, 2024

Vegetation proposal to accompany request to add solar panels to street-facing roof of
house at 1722 Coventry Road

We were requested to return to the committee with a vegetation plan, to help mitigate the look of
the house from the street and sidewalk, if solar panels were approved and installed on parts of
the street-facing side of the roof.

Below are two photos of the home and yard. Both show the retaining wall. One shows the
inflatable holiday tree as an example of how a tree in that location may assist with mitigation.
The other shows how the existing trees would provide mitigation for houses on the other side of
the street, which are all also up a gradient.

We propose two components to the vegetation plan.
1) Plant 4 bushes along the retaining wall by the sidewalk, to help block the view of people

using the sidewalk. There is no sidewalk on the other side of the street. The retaining
wall is 3 feet high. If we plant some bushes about 3 feet back from the wall, along the
wall, it should provide about 7 feet of visual mitigation for people on the sidewalk.

From the Druid Hills manual, and based on availability from local nurseries, we propose
to plan Calycanthus floridus (Sweet shrub). These seem well suited to the mixed light
available along the retaining wall and grow to 5-7 feet when mature.

2) Plant 2 understory (small trees) trees closer to the house, to help block the view of
people using the sidewalk and those driving or biking by. They will be about 15 feet
apart, about 20 feet away from the house, on the part of the yard that is somewhat flatter
and before it starts to slope down much.

From the Druid Hills manual, and based on availability from local nurseries, we propose
to plant Cercis canadensis (Redbud). These seem well suited to the moisture and light
levels in that area and fan out in a way that should help with mitigation. There are also
other Redbuds nearby already.

Note that we are finding from landscapers at this time of year, generally trees in 15
gallon buckets. These generally are not going to be mature enough to be 3 inches in
diameter at the time of planting, as recommended by one committee member during the
consultation held prior to Thanksgiving. Obtaining appropriate trees of that diameter is
proving to be difficult and quite expensive (requiring a trailer, special orders, etc.)

We are hopeful that the commission will accept smaller plantings, given we will also
plant the bushes along the wall.
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