





Andra Johnson

4408 Briers Place

Stone Mountain, GA 30083
Welhomellc@gmail.com
404-707-7849

11/22/2024

Department of Planning & Sustainable Variance Board
Zoning and Variance Board members

1300 Commerce Drive

Decatur, GA, 30030

Subject: Letter Regarding the Safety, Storage, and Security Benefits of Our New Garage
Addition

Dear Department of Planning & Sustainable Variance Board,

I am writing to inform you of the recent addition of a new garage to our property and to highlight
the multiple benefits it brings not only to our household but also to the surrounding
neighborhood. This new structure is designed to enhance safety, provide valuable storage
space, and reduce the risk of property crimes such as break-ins, robberies and theft. In addition,
the arrangements we have made regarding the safe storage and security of my father’s assisted
living equipment while he is staying with us in our home. The construction of our new garage
addition also plays a key role in this process, ensuring that all necessary equipment is stored
appropriately and securely.

Specifically, the new garage serves the following important purposes:
1. Increased Safety for Our Property

The addition of a secure, enclosed garage significantly improves the safety of our home. By
providing a designated area for parking, we can ensure that our vehicles are kept off the street
and away from potential hazards, such as traffic accidents or vandalism. The garage serves as
a protective barrier between our home and the exterior, creating an additional layer of security
for our family and property.

2. Enhanced Storage Space

In addition to providing security for our vehicles, the garage offers much-needed storage space
for tools, equipment, and personal items. This not only helps us keep our home more organized
and decluttered but also allows us to store valuable or seasonal items in a secure environment,
further reducing the risk of theft or damage. The added storage space will help maintain my
father's assisted living equipment, including mobility aids and other medical devices, which will



be safely stored in a designated area, reducing the risk of damage or tripping hazards within our
home. This will ensure a tidy and safe environment both inside and outside our home.

3. Reduced Risk of Break-Ins and Theft

One of the primary benefits of the garage is its ability to protect our vehicles and belongings
from potential theft or break-ins. With the garage securely locking our vehicles and items away
from view, it reduces the temptation for criminals who might otherwise target our property if
items were left unattended or visible in the driveway. This addition contributes to the overall
safety of our neighborhood by minimizing opportunities for crime in the area. In our
neighborhood, vehicles parked on the street and in drive-ways have been targeted by criminals
checking doors, breaking into locked cars and going as far as brandishing a weapon and
opening fire on a homeowner.

4. Improved Neighborhood Security

The new garage not only benefits our household but also contributes to the overall security of
our neighborhood. By investing in this upgrade, we are helping to create a safer environment for
everyone. The garage reduces clutter, discourages unauthorized access to our property, and
sends a positive signal that our neighborhood is one where residents are proactive in
safeguarding their homes and their belongings.

5. County and Government Vehicles

Street parking prevents Dekalb County Sanitation trucks from picking up the trash weekly,
unless cars are moved off the street to allow the trucks to maneuver safely without incident
around the cul de sac and neighborhood due to the narrow streets. This also allows road space
for larger emergency vehicles (ambulance and fire trucks) access for emergency responders.

In summary, this addition has been carefully planned to meet my father’s equipment storage
and future needs, ensuring that his comfort, safety, and mobility are prioritized. Additionally, this
new garage addition is a significant improvement that increases both the safety and security of
our property while offering additional storage space. These enhancements will provide long-term
benefits not only for us as homeowners but also for the community as a whole by fostering a
safer, more organized living environment.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please feel free to reach out if you have any
questions or require additional information about the new garage or its benefits.

Sincerely,

Andra FJolhuson
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Section V - Erosion Control DeKALB COUNTY - NOTES

1. The escape of sediment from the site shall be
prevented by the installation of erosion and
sediment control measures prior to or
concurrent with land-disturbing activities.

2. Erosion control measures will be maintained at
all fimes. If fullimplementation of the approved
plan does not provide for effective erosion
confrol, additional erosion and sediment control
measures shall be implemented to control or
treat the sediment source.

3. Disturbed areas left idle 14 days shall be
stabilized with temporary vegetation and
mulch; disturbed areas remaining idle 30 days
shall be stabilized with permanent vegetation.

4. Erosion and sediment control measures shall be
inspected at least weekly, after each rain, and
repaired as necessary.

5. additional erosion and sediment control
measures shall be installed if determined
necessary by on-site inspection

6. Silt fence shall be “Type S: as per the Manual for
Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia and
be wire reinforced (see attached detail).
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concurrent with land disturbing activities.
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All tree protection areas to be protected from sedimentation.
All tree protection devices to be installed prior to land disturbance and maintained until final landscaping.
All tree protection fencing to be inspected daily and repaired or replaced as needed.
A final as—built lot survey required prior to issuance of Certificate of Occupancy.

A final as—built water quality certificate required prior to Certificate of Occupancy.

Dumpsters and/or temporary sanitary facilities shall not be located in street or tree protection area or

right—of—way.

Water quality BMP(s) to be installed at the time of final landscaping.
All collected water shall be directed to the water quality BMP(s).
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To whom it may concern,

I am writing this letter in support of the new garage being constructed by my neighbor Andre. As
a neighbor who lives in the cul-de-sac and friend of 8 years, | am excited about the structure
and hope to build one of my own in the very near future. Other neighbors have also asked about
construction of their own.

As the vice president of the neighborhood association, | have spoken to many neighbors and
visitors of the neighborhood who share the same sentiment as me. Our neighborhood is unique
in that we have very small driveways and streets as well as homes with small garages. We have
had many car break-ins and issues with street parking. Moving cars off the street is one of our
main focuses in the community and we believe it will be safer if we can. Some of us have the
opportunity and means to construct garages on our properties and would like to do so to help
improve things in the Briers.

Andrea and Leslie have always been excellent neighbors who have supported and participated
in every improvement project we have done throughout the neighborhood. They take very good
care of their property and are a shining example of how many homes in the Briers should look.
All neighbors | have spoken with have zero concern and are in support of not only this garage
but looking into building their own.

Thank You,

Mycal Dillingham

Vice President the Briers Neighborhood
4407 Briers Place Stone Mountain Ga 30083



To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Catherine Bradford, and | owned the property at 4414 Briers Place. My neighbor,
Andre Johnson, new garage is a beautiful addition to our community and his yard andwill help
decrease the amount of parking on our streets.

Street parking in our neighborhood is terrible and many times the sanitation department has not
come to pick up our trash due to the amount of cars block their path. One year the fire
department could not make it to one of the homes that was on fire and the home owner did not
make it out.

Andre Johnson new garage addition is not a nuisance to our neighborhood it a new beginning to
people parking in their yard and off the street.

Thank you,

Catherine Bradford

4414 Briers Place Stone Mountain Ga 30083
404-825-3194



Q
Hello Zoning Board,

Please allow my neighbors, Lesley & Andre Johnson, to continue building their detached
garage.

It is my belief the addition of this structure will be an added value to our neighborhood. To
illustrate, our subdivision has limited parking options for homeowners. This detached garage
would help reduce street parking and provide better access to homes. This is specifically a need
for our neighborhood since in the past we had issues with emergency and government services
being able to access homes due to cars parking on the street.

Additionally, excess vehicle parking in the neighborhood can lure criminals and car break-ins.
The detached garage can help reduced the number of automobiles on the street & possibly
crime.

Please accept this letter as support for the Johnsons’ detached garage. If any questions, please
feel free to contact me at (504) 858-5648.

Thank you
Domonique Harris

Briers Neighbor
1337 Briers Dr, Stone Mountain, GA 30083



November 20, 2024

To Whom It May Concern:

Please know that my neighbor Andre Johnson has built a more accessible garage
on his property so that he can utilize putting his truck in a secure place. Itis my
opinion that this addition is not a problem or unsightly for this community.

You may contact me if you need further information.

Sandra Mobley

4416 Briers Place

Stone Mountain, GA. 30038
404-416-3254
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