




























Letter of Application: 
 
We ‘The Universal Church Inc’ are writing this letter in 
reference to the application for the SLUP requested by the 
county for the property located on 3110 E Ponce De Leon Ave. 
Scottdale, GA 30079. 
 
The zoning for this property is M for ‘Place of worship’. We 
checked various times before acquiring the building with the 
County through various emails and phone calls to be sure of the 
zoning; and were informed before acquiring the building by the 
County through email, by phone and through an in person visit 
that this property was zoned M and therefore could be a place 
of worship. But only after submitting the application for the CO 
were we informed that the building is in tier 1 of the Scottdale 
overlay area and are required to do a SLUP application. The 
County did apologize for the error and advised that they did not 
initially pull up the details about the building. We were 
informed that after seeing it is zoned M there is something in 
your system that needs to be clicked in order to see deeper into 
the fact that it is in tier 1 of Scottdale overlay. For this reason 
we were advised by the County to start the process of the 
SLUP. This is the reason that we are now applying for this SLUP 
application. There will be no new developments done. 
 
 
According to the owner (Joseph Gargiulo), who has owned the 
property for about 40 years there has been approximately 3 – 4 
churches in this building in the past years. The use right before 



us was an event hall and right before the event hall it was a 
church. We want it to be a church. 
 

The building is 5000 sq Ft and is a big open space with 5 
rooms has 2 employees and is open 7 days a week with hours 
of operation Monday – Friday 8am – 8pm  Saturday 9am – 
12noon and Sunday 8am – 7pm 
 
Statement of condition discussed with the neighborhood: In 
the community meeting held the neighbors and community 
seemed happy and in favor of a church being in their 
community as opposed to a event hall or anything else. They 
informed that they believe that a church is exactly what is 
needed here.  

 





Impact Analysis 
Question Responses: 
 
A) Adequacy of the size of the site for the use contemplated and whether 

or not the adequate land area is available for the proposed use 
including provision of all required yards, open space, off street parking, 
transitional buffer zones, and all other applicable requirements of the 
zoning district in which the use is proposed to be located.  
*Yes, all site elements are existing, no new site work is being proposed. 
There is sufficient parking within the property to support the proposed 
congregation. 

 
B) Compatibility of the proposed use with the adjacent properties and 
land uses and with other properties and land uses in the district, and 
whether the proposed use will create adverse impacts upon adjoining 
land use by reason of traffic volume/congestion, noise, smoke, odor, 
dust, or vibration generated by the proposed use. 
* Yes, this business will be compatible with the existing surrounding uses 
of the neighborhood. The surrounding uses are a variety of residential 
and commercial properties along with multiple places of worship located 
within a 2-3 minute drive. There are daycare facilities, auto shops, 
market, club house-youth development center etc. So, yes, the proposed 
church will mesh with the surrounding uses and no it will not cause 
unnecessary traffic congestion, noise, smoke, odor, dust or vibrations as 
we are a church. 
 
C) Adequacy of public services, public (or private) facilities, and utilities to 
serve the proposed use.   
* Yes  there is adequacy of public services, public facilities and utilities to 
serve the proposed use. This building has been a church before and this 



building already has trash services, water services and electricity. The site 
is already hooked up to all utilities. 
 
D) Adequacy of public street on which the use is proposed to be located 
and whether or not there is sufficient traffic carrying  capacity for the use 
proposed so as not to unduly increase traffic and create congestion in the 
area.  
 *The street right in front of us is E Ponce De Leon Ave. It has 4 lanes. 2 
lanes going in each direction and there is a regular traffic flow, never is 
there a backup of traffic congestion. There is more than sufficient lanes 
for a continual regular traffic flow as it is a main street. This use will not 
cause a traffic congestion. 
 
E) Adequacy of ingress and egress to the subject property and to all 
proposed buildings, structures, and uses thereon, with particular 
reference to pedestrian and automotive safety and convenience, traffic 
flow and control, and access in the event of fire or other emergency. 
*Yes, There is adequacy of ingress and egress onto property with 
pedestrian and automotive safety and convenience. There is an entry and 
exit along Aldridge Ave and two additional entry and exits along Ponce. 
 
F) Whether the proposed use will create adverse impacts upon any 
adjoining land use by reason of the manner and hours of operation of the 
proposed use. 
*This building is a stand alone building and does not have any business or 
residents directly next door. But even if we did Our hours of operation 
will not cause any adverse impacts upon any adjoining land. We have 
standard regular business hours. We are open 7 days a week and Our 
Hours of operation are Monday – Friday 8am – 8pm  Saturday 9am – 
12noon and Sunday 8am – 7pm 



 
G) Whether the proposed use is otherwise consistent with the 
requirements of the zoning district classification in which the use is 
proposed to be located. 
*This building is zoned M for place of worship and is in Tier 1 of the 
Scottdale overlay area which ‘place of worship’ is authorized. Which is 
consistent with the requirements for zoning district.  
 
H) Whether the proposed use is consistent with, advances, conflicts, or 
detracts from the policies of the comprehensive plan.  
*According to my findings, As part of the 2050 comprehensive land use 
plan the goal is to have LIND - light industrial in this area which allows for 
entertainment. Yes, besides church services we do offer many forms of 
entertainment and activities to those in the local community. From movie 
days, talent shows, sports tournaments, arts and craft days, community 
festivals and more.  
 
I) Whether there is adequate provision of refuse and service areas.  

*Yes there is 
 
J) Whether the length of time for which the special land use permit is 

granted should be limited in duration. 
*We would like the SLUP to be granted to us for the duration of 
time that we are at this location for as long as we choose to stay at 
this location. Not necessarily indefinitely, depending on each 
business that comes to this building each individual business should 
apply for their own SLUP if needed in order to stay within the 
requirements of the County and the neighborhood. 

 



K) Whether the size, scale and massing of the proposed buildings are 
appropriate in relation to the size of the subject property and in relation 
to the size, scale and massing of adjacent and nearby lots and building; 
and whether the proposed use will create any shadow impact on any 
adjoining lot or building as a result of the proposed building height. 
* We are NOT proposing any new development and the building will 
remain as is which is appropriate in relation to the size of surrounding 
buildings.  
 
L) Whether the proposed use will adversely affect historic buildings, sites, 
districts, or archaeological resources. 
According to my knowledge and research we are not located in a historic 
district, and there are no historic buildings, sites, districts or 
archaeological resources in this building or area. 
 
M) Whether the proposed use satisfies the requirements contained 
within the supplemental regulations for such special land use permit. 
* Yes we do satisfy the requirements contained within supplemental 
regulations. As in Section 4.2.42 Place of worship, convents, monasteries; 
temporary religious meetings. 
A – Any building or structure established in connection with places of 
worship, monasteries or convents shall be located at least fifty (50) feet 
from any residential zone property. Where the adjoining property is 
zoned for non residential use, the setback for any building or structure 
shall be no less than twenty (20) feet for a side yard and no less than (30) 
feet for a rear yard – Yes we fit these requirements and are more than 50 
ft from residential property, set back more than 20ft and side yard more 
than 30ft in rear yard.  
B – The required setback from any street right – of – way shall be the 
front – yard setback for the applicable residential district. – Yes 



C – The parking areas and driveways for any such uses shall be located at 
least twenty (20) feet from any property line, with a visual screen, 
provided by a six- foot- high fence or sufficient vegetation established 
within that area. – Parking areas are located at least 20 feet from 
property line with visual screen provided by vegetation established 
D - Place of worship, convents and monasteries shall be located on a 
minimum lot area of three (3) acres and shall have frontage of at least 
one hundred (100) feet along a public street – Lot area is 1 Acre and has 
frontage of at least 100 feet along a public street 
E – Place of worship, convents and monasteries shall be located only on a 
thoroughfare or arterial – Yes, this building is located on a thoroughfare/ 
arterial 
F – Any uses, buildings or structures operated by a place of worship that 
are not specifically included within the definition of place of worship 
must fully comply with the applicable zoning district regulations, 
including, but not limited to, any requirements for a special land use 
permit. – Yes, building does comply with applicable zoning district 
regulations and requirements of special land use permit. 
 
N) Whether the proposed use would be consistent with the needs of the 
neighborhood or the community as a whole, as expressed and evidenced 
during the review process.  
 
This community is in great need for a location that is open 7 days a week 
and provides help, activities for members of the community of all ages 
from teens to seniors. We provide counseling, back to school supplies, 
groceries and clothing for those in need and going through hard 
times.We provide many activities and hands on help with the teenagers 
in our community. As in todays society often times we see that the 
teenagers are going down the wrong path and getting involved in a lot of 



negativity. To help with this we provide many things to help them to 
develop their talents and find a place of solice and hope, where they can 
express themselves. We hold community events, barbeques, open mic 
talent shows, sports events, arts and crafts where anyone can grow and 
develop their talents as well as be involved in something positive. We 
provide everything from spiritual help, to different events and 
entertainments for those in the community, to a place to for solice, quiet 
and where you can go in this busy world just to sit and think, We have 
various men’s meetings/ activities and events as well as for women. We 
also have many women’s meetings, activities and events. We also provide 
help for our seniors where we hold monthly events with them to do arts 
and crafts, coloring, exercise and health tips, talks and teachings on how 
to avoid being scammed as this is on the rise with the senior community 
now adays and much more. We strive to help them feel included and not 
alone, as many seniors often feel forgotten and alone as they age; and 
our goal is to help them not feel this way but instead to do what they 
love and be involved with others in their age group making positive 
friendships and feeling the care that they need and deserve. We also 
welcome anyone in the community to join in on any of these activities as 
well as and more importantly we offer spiritual help to those in need. 
Prayer, counseling, advice, a place to sit and think. All free of charge. Our 
community needs a place like this and many have walked through the 
doors on a daily basis relieved and happy to find a place like this. Many 
people go through hardships in life financially, in their family, in school, 
facing problems with addictions, depression, feeling far from God and so 
much more. We are here to help with all of the above and are always 
finding ways to develop the community around us and to be of service to 
our community and the people in it. We are not just a church that is open 
on Sunday Mornings for church service, we are open 7 days a week, 365 
days a year. Yes even on the holidays… If someone needs help we are 



here. We also work inside of nursing homes, prison and juvenile facilities 
in our area offering help where needed reaching out to the youth and 
seniors in need of help. This is absolutely something long overdue and 
needed in the neighborhood and community as a whole. 






















